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Hormone Therapy Using Tamoxifen in Unresectable Carcinoma of the Pancreas
—Preliminary Study—
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In 1981 Greenway and co-authors reported the existence of estrogen receptor in tumor tissue of
the pancreas. We have tried hormone therapy using tamoxifen in 4 of 11 patients with unresctable
carcinoma of the pancreas in whom expandable metallic stents were inserted for the pariation of
obstructive jaundice. The mean survival period in these 4 patients was 235 days, and 2 of them had a
remarkably long survival of 321 and 463 days respectively. On the other hand, the mean survival was
128 days in 7 control patients. We therefore evaluated this new therapy with tamoxifen as effective in
patients with unresectable carcinoma of the pancreas.
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Fig. 1 Immunchistochemical findings in resected specimen
A : Estrogen receptor positive in the cancerous region with the cytoplasma of the
cancer cells stained with ER-D5 monoclonal anti-body, B: Estrogen receptor
negative in the non-cancerous region.
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