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We embolized the portal vein with isobutyl-2-cyanoacrylate (IBC) in 6 dogs and in a patient with
hepatoma. We have already reported that a Lipiodol-fibrin adhesive mixture (Lp-F) is a useful embolic
material. In later studies, recanalization was seen 4 weeks after the embolization. We thought that IBC
might overcome this problem. A coaxial catheter was used for the procedure and Lipiodol was added to
give radiopacity (Lp-IBC). In animal experiments, the portal vein was occluded in all 6 dogs. Por-
tography 7 weeks later showed that this vessel was still occluded, and specimen of the liver showed that
lumen was filled with a thrombus composed of IBC, Lipiodol, and blood clots. In a patient with hepatoma
in the right posterior segment, the posterior superior and the inferior branches of the portal vein were
selectively embolized without serious difficulty, and arterial portography 10 days later showed that
occlusion still existed. The findings of the portal vein on the operative specimen were the same as in the
dogs. We conclude that Lp-IBC is a useful embolic material for portal vein embolization, especially for
long-term embolization, and that Lp-F or Lp-IBC should be chosen with regard to individual cir-
cumstances.
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Fig. 1 Portal vein erbolization in a dog
Portography (a) was done before embolization, and then the left branch was occluded with Lp-IBC (b).
Portography done immediately after this procedure showed complete occlusion (c), and on follow-up 7 weeks
later, there was no evidence of recanalization overlapped gastric residus was somewhat misleading (d).
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Fig. 2 Portal vein embolization for hepaltoma
Lp-IBC was used to occlude the posterior superior and the inferior branches of the right portal vein (a). A
radiograph of the operative specimen showed the embolic material filling the lumen completely (b).
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