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Effect of bleeding on recovery of erythropoiesis
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Radioprotective effect of bleeding was studied by the depletion of 0.4 ml of blood immediately
after the whole body irradiation. As the indicator of this experiment, 30-day survival rate was used.
To analyse the effect of bleeding, erythropoietic recovery after irradiation was examined. Before these
experiments, erythropoietic activity after the depletion was examined in the non-irradiated mice. Also,
radioactive iron uptake was measured in femur and spleen as an indicator of erythropoietic activity in both
irradiated and non-irradiated groups. The experimental results were as follows:

1) Increase in 30-day survival rate was noted; 40%, in the group of blood depletion after 700 R
irradiation, but enly 159, in the group without blood depletion.

2) Marked erythropoietic activity was observed in the spleen in blood-depleted mice, but this
activity was not increased in the femur bone marrow.

3) Gradual and relatively early increase in iron-59 uptake was observed in the blood-depleted
mice immediately after irradiation but not in those with irradiation alone. This phenomenon indicates
the early recovery of erythropoietic repopulation in the spleen.

4) Mean number of endogenous spleen colonies was 13 and 27 respectively, in the mice without

and with blood depletion immediately after 750 R. irradiation.
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Fig. 1 Turnover of Fe-59 in the femur and spleen
following injection of ¥FeCl,. Mice were in-
jected with 0.54Ci of *FeCl, and killed at va-
rious intervals thereafter. The Fe-59 uptake by
the femur and spleen was measured. Each point
represents the mean+S.E. for 4-8mice.
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Fig. 2 Effect of bleeding of 0.4 ml blood on Fe-
59 uptake in femoral marrow (a) and spleen
(b). Mice were bled by orbital sinus puncture.
Iron uptake into marrow and spleen was determi-
ned by injecting **FeCl,. Each point represents
the mean+S.E, for 5-8mice.
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Fig. 3 Spleen weight response in mice after blee-
ding. Mice were bled by orbital sinus puncture.
At various time intervals thereafter spleens were
removed and weighed, Each point represents
the mean+S.E. for 5-8mice.
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Fig. 4 Effect of bleeding immediately after 700 R
irradiation on thirty days percent survival in mice.
Experiment mice were depleted immediately
after irradiation. Controls received irradiation
only. Animal death was obserbed for 30 days.
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Fig. 5 Effcet of bleeding immediately after 600 R
irradiation on femoral Fe-59 uptake. Mice were
depleted after irradiation, Controls received
irradiation only. At various intervals, mice were
injected with Fe-59 and killed 8 hours later.
Fe-59 counts per femur were made. Each point
represents the mean+S.E. for 5-8mice.
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Fig. 6 Effect of depletion immediately after irra-
diation on splenic Fe-59 uptake., Mice were
depleted after irradiation. Controls received irra
diation only. At various intervals, mice were
injected with Fe-59 and sacrificed 8 hours later.
Fe-59 counts per spleen were made. Each point
represents the mean=+S.E. for 5-8mice.
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Fig. 7 Spleen weight response in mice bled im-
mediately after irradiation, as compared to irra-
diated controls, Mice were depleted after irra-
diation and the spleen weight was measured at
various intervals. Each point represents the
mean=S.E. for 3-8mice.
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Fig. 8. Effect of depletion on endogenous spleen
colonies. Mice were bled shortly after irradia-
tion with 750 R. Controls were given irradiation
only. Spleens were harvested 8 days later, and
colonies were counted. Each point represents the
mean=+85.E. for 8 mice.
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