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Evaluation by MR Imaging of the
Velocity and Volume of Pre- and Postprandial
Portal Blood Flow in the Presence or
Absence of Liver Cirrhosis

Masafumi Miyake, Masafumi Harada,
Yoshiaki Taoka and Hiromu Nishitani

Purpose: We measured pre-and postprandial changes in
the portal flow of normal volunteers and patients with liver
cirrhosis using MR imaging and examined how to quantify
portal flow to evaluate liver function.

Materials and Methods: Three groups were selected: middle
aged normal volunteers (mean age 37.2 yrs., 5 persons), aged
normal volunteers (mean age 61.5 yrs., 6 persons), and pa-
tients (mean age 67.6 yrs., 7 persons). We used cine-PC and
the spin-echo method to measure portal flow velocity (PV)
and vertical sectional area (PA), respectively. We repeated
measurements of PV and PA in turn for about 60 minutes
after a meal.

Result: There were no significant differences in PV be-
tween the three groups before the meal. Study after the meal
also indicated no significant difference between the two nor-
mal groups. In the normal group, PV and portal flow vol-
ume (Pvol.)increased by about 77% and 127%, respectively.
In the cirrhotic liver group, PV and Pvol. increased by about
14% and 32%, respectively. A significant difference was
seen between the normal and patient groups after the meal.
We, therefore considered that the changing rate of Pvol. might
be a sensitive parameter for evaluating liver function, includ-
ing reserve.
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Pump (Variable flow velocity, 0-38cm/sec) B & Dl % pas L7s. Wk & BT oRE £ 49 5
43 TR T2 HAZHY 1 WEI#E Y 3R L 72 (Table 1).

Fig.1 Flow phantom study. A U-shaped tube of inner diameter Smm filled
with distilled water and pump (variable flow velocity, 0-38cm/sec)was used.
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Flg 3 35/M. Oblique spin echo i |mdge through the portal vein and
Fig.2 SSIM COI’OHcH glad|ent -echo i |mage at the Ievel of the pOﬂcH inferior vena cava. Portal vertical sectional area measurement was
vein. performed by manually traced ROI.
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Table 1 Plan to measure portal flow velocity and vertical sectional area

of the portal vein before and after the meal.
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V: measurement of portal flow velocity

A: measurement of the vertical sectional area of the portal vein

<--->: about 5 minutes period
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Fig.4 Graph shows linear regression correlation between set flow velocities

of the pump and velocities measured by cine-PC.
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Fig.5 The curve represent the measured average velocities of the portal
vein as a function of time throughout the 16 phases of the carcliac cycle.
It shows that the flow rate is almost constant.
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Fig.6 Typical time courses of portal flow velocity, portal venous area and portal
flow volume of a normal volunteer and a patient of LC. The curve (--O-)
representing flow volume of a normal volunteer shows significant increase after

meal compared with that (--¢--) of LC patient.
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Table 2 Postprandial changes in portal flow velocity, vertical sectional area and flow volume of normal volunteer group and liver cirrhotic
group. Mean portal flow volume of normal volunteers shows significant increase about 10 minutes after meal compared with that

of LC patients.

Post/Pre prandial

Healthy volunteers

Patients

35-41 (mean 37.2) y. o.

50-67 (mean 61.5) vy. o.

54-73 (mean 67.6) y.o.

PV (cm/sec) 17.03/9.90 x1.72
PA (cm2) 1.64/1.26 % 1.30
PVol. (ml/min) 1711.77/761.48 x 2.25

18.75/10.38 x1.81 11.38/9.98 x1.14
1.05/0.83 x1.26 1.13/0.98 x1.15
1181.25/515.87 x 2.29 773.49/587.59 x1.32

PV : portal flow velocity
PA  : vertical sectional area of the portal vein
PVol.: portal flow volume
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