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The Effect of Vitamins on the Duration of Life in Mice Irradiated
with an Undivided Half Lethal Dose of X-rays.

By

Kazuya Hirakawa
Department of Radiology (Director: Prof. H. Irie)
Faculty of Medicine, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan

Of the vitamins usually given by injection for prevention or cure of radiation
injury, two or three are accepted as effective. The author has examined the injury in
mice deficient in vitamins and in those given vitamins perorally in large doses. The
duaration of life in mice irradiated with a half lethal dose of X-rays and in those not
so treated controls has also been observed.

Result

1. The susceptibility to the injurious action of X.rays was low in mice deficient
in vitamin Bp. It was either as high in those deficient in any other vitamins as lin
controls or higher in the former than in the latter.

2. Vitamin Biz and Vitamin K, when given in large dose, served the purpose
remarkably well.




