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Head and Neck Cancer Following Therapeutic Irradiation
and a Brief Review on those in Japan.
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Incidence of malignant neoplasms developing after therapeutic irradiation is still being reported.
Of these cases, cancer in the head and neck after irradiation has been believed to be comparatively rare,
but four such cases experienced and a case of lupus carcinoma arising from the scarred skin irradiated
43 years ago, are summarized herein.

Case 1. In 1962, a woman aged 57 was treated with incision and streptomycin for tuberculous
cervical adenitis, and also given 20 treatments with x-rays. In 1970, 8 years later, diffuse swelling of
the left false cord was proved histologically to be squamous cell carcinoma. After radiotherapy was
given form June 20, 1970, to April 2, 1971, no evidence of cancer was histologically proved. In October,
1972, recurrence of cancer in the larynx was diagnosed. Laryngectomy was refused by the patient and
she expired on February 19, 1973.

Case 2. 1In 1942, a woman aged 28 was treated by excision and x-rays for tuberculous cervical
lymph nodes. Additional irradiation to her neck was given in 1943 and 1950. In 1970, 28 years after
the first irradiation, she noticed thyroid nodules and near-total thyroidectomy revealed undifferentiated
adenocarcinoma and some tubular adenomas. In April, 1974, there was no evidence of recurrence
of thyroid cancer.

Case 3. In 1960, a woman aged 47 was operated for the right breast cancer. Next year prophylactic
x-ray irradiation was given to the region of the right clavicular fossa, axilla, and chest wall. In 1962 and
1963, the axilla and chest wall were further treated with x-rays. Teleangiectasis and skin atrophy fol-

lowed. 1In 1970, 10 years after the first exposure to x-rays, cervical esophageal cancer developed, and
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resection was performed in July, 1971. Histological examination revealed a well differentiated squamous
cell carcinoma. Postoperative irradiation was given to the neck and upper mediastinum from September,
1971. In April, 1974, 2 years and 9 months after the operation, there is no evidence for recurrence of
esophageal cancer.

Case 4. In 1952 a boy aged 2 years and 7 months was diagnosed as right retinoblastoma. After
enucleation of the eye, a tumor occured in the remaining eye. 'While he was treated with x-ray through
3 portals intensely, the tumor could not been controlled and enucleation was advised. In 1969, 17 years
after the first irradiation, myosarcoma developed in the left maxillary antrum. There was a marked
radiation dermatitis in the face. After radiotherapy of the left maxillary antrum and orbit, left maxil-
lectomy was performed in November, 1969. Then the tumor gradually invaded the base of the skull
and lung metastasis was recognized in June, 1970. He died in November, 1970, twelve months after
the treatment for recurrence.

Case 5. In 1929, a boy aged 16 was treated successfully with x-rays and radium for lupus of the face.
Postradiation changes developed soon after the treatment and progressed to marked teleangiectasis and
fibrosis. In 1972, 43 years later, a tumor appeared in the left cheek in the scarred area. Biopsy re-
vealed squarnous cell carcinoma. Radiation therapy was begun promptly from October, 1972, to the
left face field with electron beam of 6 MeV and simultaneously combined with intravenous injection of
Bleomycin. A good response was obtained by these treatment and there is no evidence of cancer in the
face in April, 1974.

A total of 113 cases of malignant neoplasms occurring in the head and neck after radiation therapy
have been reported in Japan. Sex and age distribution of these patients is reported. The ages in ir-
radiation cancer of the thyroid are lower than in the standard series of 263 patients operated in our hospital.
Interval between irradiation and development of cancer shows that 13 patients irradiated for malignant
conditions had short intervals, with an average of 10 years, as compared with patients for benign con-
ditions, with an average of 25 years.

Sex and age distribution of 29 cases of lupus carcinoma reported in Japan and the latent period
between diagnosis of lupus and development of skin cancer are shown in Fig. 15. Of these, 18 had been
previously irradiated. (This study was presented at the XIIIth International Congress of Radiclogy,

Madrid, Spain, October 16, 1973.).
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Table 1. Data on § patients who developed radiation cancer.

—_—
| Age when Previous - Age when | Latent S
gzse Sex irradiated irradiation g;;:)mé\tew;i) developed | period S“Ef? ;‘.nd type of
] (y13.) for rag (yrs.) (y1s) radiation cancer
Tuberculous Supraglottic larynx, squamous
: Keusle 57 cervical adenitis 65 8 cell carcinoma
. Thyroid
2 Female 28 nf:rlzr?::(:;lna\t:lsenitis 1,500 56 28 undifEer;:ntiate(.i adenocarci-
noma and tubular adenomas
! ; Cervical esophagus.
3 Female 48 I-Sr(:iggj ir:;;":_ 2,900 58 10 well-differentiated ,squamou.s;
cell carcinoma
Bilateral Maxillary antrum,
4 Male 2yrs. 7m0 | L otinoblastoma 13,800 20 17 myosarcoma
o Skin on the face
5 Male 16 Lupus vulgaris Unknown 59 43 squamous cell ca’rwcinoma
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Fig. 1. Case 1. Photomicrograph of biopsy taken of
left false cord eight years after radiation thera-
py; epidermoid carcinoma
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Fig. 2. Case 1. Roentgenogram of chest showing

many carcified lymph nodes in cervical, clavic-
ular, and axillary regions
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Fig. 3. Case 2. Photomicrograph of a specimen ta-
ken from right lobe of thyroid 28 years after
radiation therapy; adenocarcinoma with areas
of anaplasia
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Fig. 4. Case 2. Photomicrograph of a specimen ta-

ken from several nodules in both lobes of thyr.
oid; tubular adenoma
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F1g 5. Case 3. Photomlcrograph of a tumor of ce-
rvical esophagus surgicaly resected 10 years after
X-ray therapy for breast cancer; well-differenti-
ated epidermoid carcinoma
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|

Fig. 6. Case 3. Chronic skin changes following ro-
entgen irradiation 10 years previously. Cancer of
the cervical esophagus has been resected with
larynx.

Fig. 7. Case 3. Roentgenogram of chest showing
severe radiation changes of the right lung, pleura
and ribs



496—(26)

L, Wi BB HR G S 08 % 573 (Fig.
6). B X ARG Tk, AT O BUR bR
4 2~ 6 B ORIRRIC BT & Uil
BEEA B B Hh s (Fig. 7)),

ARFN465E 9 A10H X h B AMEOFFE L b
HERS & BB KZ {0 5D 1 PITF4 3y 7 X
H, ThZh68H %L OT6H ic 6,000rad
RS LT, FEM474E 1 H16HBR L. IEF49
F4 A23BBIE (Mitk 2429 » A) IR BE <
HFRThB.

EERI 4 : 20, 5. ELTAE

BEFERE : RFN274E 2 B, 22F 7 7 A A
i &2l S h, REEREHC AR T4 0
ey, Mld e { B d AEEOES~ 4 Uz, =
D 2 R LT 4B ciEFfe7TsE2 A, 58, 8
H, B4 1 Ao 4 Series 123572 b, BEEIXER L
DIREOIER, 8, Lo 3 FBEH"H HIRER
DT KBS R A4 FH20,800R 235 &
e, AR b BRSO B CERI2T4E 3 A &
10 A @ 2 Series, & 6,600R 2 WA Shi-. L
LR o345 Control %, WEFI284E
1 H20 HiC R HAT 2 61T S h, S bicfisk
Mgt LT 29455 4,000 RANGEINE ut. 174
%, BUHABEORE Lic & 2ie S hick SR
IR 114 A o iR 13,800rad i A S 2
bhicz LIcish.

BUREE : WRA444E 7 B, ERMEF, ¥EEC
FERPEDRY — R ORI A 521 105, [
b7 < SR, FEIEAR A A U Rep i & 2ok
CHHEKOER LR L. FEILR 1 H, KB
Bl ABE LS P ER 0 3.9) C R I IE & Lk
s hi (Fig.8),

BUE & #Ri8 : R HRTAEE, —3 I8 s
ORI Lk, ETHEEE, KT NE
BEZ bR, L EMcE LY. EE AL
W, e, EWECFML, co-»BnEO
DB HENGENR & 238 o AR % kLT3
(Fig. 9), X4 CldHE bl & Lo Bl
MERCFED b,

747 5 7 Xk 1,600 R 5, MEFI444E1LA

HORBE O R M W34E BT 5%

g *”L e n‘]\f, e

e 2 P S ‘ ‘)
‘ ’ﬁf- '-'-.-..r-iﬂf_ o i L 7 4 "
. a7 e o e 3 £
P N R
Fig. 8. Case 4. Photomicrograph of biopsy taken

from lesion of the left maxillary sinus 17 years

after X-ray therapy for retinoblastoma; myosarc-
oma (unspecified type)

Fig. 9. Case 4. Pigmentation and atmphy l:uf skm
of the periorbital area. A diffuse swelling of the
left cheek due to appearance of the radiation
sarcoma of the left maxillary antrum may be
seen.
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Fig. 10. Case 5. Carcinoma of skin developing on
left side of the face 43 years after irradiation
therapy for lupus vulgaris
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from lesion of the left face; epidermoid carcin-
oma with small round cell infiltration
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Table 2. Previous irradiation on 113 head and neck cancers reported in

Japan‘” 17)23)27)34)39) 40431450 48)

Previous irradiation for |

Site of radiation (No. of cases)
' Tuberculous | ‘ . | Other :
| cancer cervical | Goiter ‘CD:{ ﬂc}ﬂfrﬁegr:i benign J‘\’Ia]hl‘gtpant | Total
adenitis | | conditions | €onertions |
FPharynx 28 — 2 1 | 2 33
Larynx 9 [ — — . : 3 12
Cervical esophagus 9 — - | -— . 4 13
Tonsil | 5 — — 1 | 6
Thyroid | 25 13 1 | 1 | 1 | 41
| Miscellaneous organ | 2 - 2 | 1 | 3 i 8
L ’ 78 13 5 | 4 | 13 113
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Fig. 12 Sex and age distribution of radiation can-
cer of the head and neck (in Japan)
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Fig. 13 Sex and age distribution of thyroid carci-
noma (in Japan). The ages of patients when ra-
diation cancer appeared are compared with those
of general series®®’ "obtained in Department fo
Surgery, Tohoku University Hospital, during 1948
to 1967. The ages in the irradiation series are
lower than in the standard series.
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Table 3. Age of patients at and interval until development of radiation cancer

Age when Time elapsed between
Site of radiation cancer Male Female g:;iorp?gr&) ;T;?;i;it‘i;;ncZtggese&i?)-
e (mean) (Mean)

Pharynx 14 19 33—73 (52.0) 2—48 (28.7)
Larynx 10 2 28—74 (54.6) 2—39 (19.2)
Cervical esophagus 8 39—71 (57.7) 10—48 (29.7)
Tonsil 2 4 34—52 (38.7) 6—20 (16.8)
Thyroid 14 27 23—74 (46.5) 3—54 (21.5)
Miscellaneous organ 6 2 | 20—77 (46.9) 2—27 (12.6)
51 62 | 20—77 (49.8) 2—54 (23.4)
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Fig. 15 Sex and age distribution and latent interval of squamous cell carcinoma of the

skin developed from lupus vulgaris (29 cases reported in Japan)
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