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Some Observaticns on Died Cases for Breast Cancer
By
Hiroshi Asakawa
Chiyoko Taguchi
From Department of Radiology, Faculty of Medicine,
Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan.
(Director : Prof. Yoshihiko Koga)

317 patients with breast cancer were treated in our clinic from 1942 to 1960, and 176
ones of them died for breast cancer untill 31 st Aug. 1963.

In this report, we took statistically some observations on died patents for breast cancer
and the obtained results were summarized as follows ;

1) 17% of them died within 1 year after operative treatment and 23% of them died
in 2 years. Thereafter death rate decreased year by vear. But, 13. 6% of death were con-
firmed after 5 years. (Tab. 1 and 2)

2) average surviving time of died patients was 31 months., (Tab. 3)

3) 47.2% of them died within one year after radiotherapy and thereafter death rate
decreased year by year. (Tab. 4 and 5)

4) in the postoperatively non-irradiated patients who received radiotherapy for recur-
rence or metastasis, local recurrent lesions such as chest wall recurrence, axillary and
supraclavicular lymphnode metastasis were most common and the Lhematogenous metastases
were rather rare.

On the other hand, in the postoperatively prophylacticly irradiated ones, the local recur-
rent lesions that were found at the follow-up examinations were rarer than those of the
non-irradiated group and the hematogenous metastases were more frequent. (Tab. 6)

5) 642 of recurrence or metastasis in postoperatively irradiated cases and 76.2% of
that in postoperatively non-irradiated ones were found within cne vean after radical opera-
tion.

Late recurrence or metastasis found in over 5 years after radical operations was a few
per cent in both groups. (Tab. 7)
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Tab. 1. Time from radical treatment to

death

B Time (year) | No of death Pef;;ﬁt
‘under 1| a 17.6
i___'1-5___T__mmés 8.0
a3 {”' 28 15.9

3~4 | 23 13.0

4 ~5 12 : 6.8

5 over 24 136

Tab. 2. Time from radical operation to death

Cases with recu-

Time | iahred cases | Irouce or mefa:
(year) | No o n |Percent Nodgsith Percent
under 1 5 9.8 | = 17.8
1~ 2 7 |4 2 |39
2 ~ 3 8 | 1.7 | 2 16.9
3~4 0 | 16| 12 | 102
4~5 3 5.9 9 7.6
5 over 8 | 17| 116 | 136
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Tab. 3, Time from radical operation to death by age
Age | Noof death [under 17| 1y~2y | 2y~3y | 3y~dy | 4y~5y |5y over | g Average
20 ~ 29 4 0 2 1 o | o 1 48 months
30 ~ 39 38 7 17 3 5 | 1 5 28 B
40 ~ 49 66 13 21 10 10 2 10 29
50 ~ 59 49 7 13 13 4 5 7 34
60 ~ 69 15 2 5 0 4 4 0 30
70 ~ 4 2 0 1 0 0 1 31
Total 176 31 58 28 B | 12 | 31 B
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Tab, 4, Time from radiotherapy to death
Time (year) 1 No of death ‘ Percent
wie 1| ® | @2
1~z | VR 2.6
2~3 | 21 1.9
 3~4 | 0B 8.5
i1~5 | 4 2.3
5over ‘ 6 3.4
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Tab. 5. Time from radiotherapy to death

Time | Fosgperatively | recnce o meis
i of glélath Percent of lc}‘[t-:oath Percent
" under 1 | u 27.5 | 64 54.2
1~2 | 13 2.5 33 28.0
2~3 ‘ o | we | 12 | 0.2
3~4 | 7 B7 | 7 5.9
4~5 | 3 9.5 1 0.8
sover | 5 | 98 | 1 0.8
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‘Tab. 6, Localisation of recurrence or metastasis
‘ Prophylact, irrad. cases non-irrad, cases
Side Location [ i |
No of Rec, | Percent | No of Rec, ! Percent i
g Cervical node 1 4.0 11 9.5
@ Supraclavicular node 6 24.0 74 63.8
€ | Axillary node 9 36.0 27 23.2
S Chest wall 5 20.0 87 75.0
< Others — — 2 1.7
° Supraclavicular node 1 4.0 11 9.5
‘g; g Axillary node —_ _ 12 10.3
2'a Breast 1 4.0 4 3.4
= Chest wall — — 3 2.6 |
Lung 4 16.0 4 3.4
» Pleura 2 8.0 2 1.7
E Mediastinum — — 2 L7 |
© Bone 3 12.0 2 1.7
Others 1 4.0 8 6.9 |
T, BEFENETHRET, Eﬂljjm]}[{ﬁ Tab. 7. Time from radical operation to recu-
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rrence or metastasis

lm)apél ‘;ffg | Non-irrad, case
Time .
- | o _f ree ‘Percent oE 1w=-c ‘PercentI
jundergmon| 5 | w0 | 4 | 405
3~6mon | 4 |60 | 2 [ 27
6 mon~1y ‘ 7 ‘ 28.7 ‘ 18 ‘ 15.5 ;
17 ~ 2y ‘ 5 ! 20.0 ‘ 13 ‘ 11.2
—2)-' ~ 3V l 1 ‘ 4.0 ‘ ‘ :
3y ~5Y 2 [80] s &gi
5Y over 1 ‘ 4.0 ‘ 3 26 I
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