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German Voice Training with a Speech Recognition System

Hiroki IWAI

In this paper, I introduce an experimental pronunciation practice activity that involves the use of
iPads. Students listened to the pronunciation of German words and sentences created using a text-
to-speech app such as “Speak it!” and checked their pronunciation by themselves using a speech
recognition app such as “Dragon Dictation.”

The results of the exercise with the speech recognition app often showed the typical weak points of
Japanese students with regard to the pronunciation of sounds such as “f,” “b,” and “w” in German.
During this training, some students successfully corrected their pronunciation without help from
their instructors. This made the students feel happy and gave them motivation for the next exercise.
Through this learning method, foreign language students will have more chances to speak in the
target language. Many of the students in this study had a positive impression about the method.

Keywords:
speech to text, pronunciation practice, active learning, iPad, German lesson
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