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SUMMARY

The Garden of Eden Reconstructed: Study on early modern Italian
botanical gardens
Koji Kuwakmo

As a consequence of the development of the modern natural sciences,
the first botanical garden in the history of Western gardens was
established in Pisa (1543) by Cosimo I de’ Medici (1519-74), and was
followed immediately by that of Padua (1545) and of Florence (1545).
Because of the absence of its “classical model,” this newly invented space-
typology depended heavily, especially in its earlier phase, on contemporary
ornamental garden designs. Collating the early botanical gardens in its
proper cultural and intellectual context, this study intends to offer a new
point of view to observe and analyze the sixteenth-century Italian gardens.

I will primarily summarize the intellectual background from which
the botanical garden was born and then analyze its typical architectural
structure and functions as a center of comprehensive natural historical
studies. Many botanical gardens had an annexed gallery room used as a
kind of museum; that of Pisa, for example, collected not only scientific
objects such as natural specimens and mathematical instruments but also
artistic works and curiosities intended to provoke a sense of wonder in the
observers.

I will then exam designs of flower beds, characterized by extremely
complicated geometrical forms that remind the viewers of star shapes. On
the basis of the sixteenth century’s influential natural philosophical theory
of the astral influence on plants, I will suggest the possibility that the
pattern of flower beds of some botanical gardens had close connections
with astrological knowledge.

I think that the ambiguities that characterized the early modern
Italian botanical gardens well reflects that of the botanical science itself of
that period in which various pseudoscientific tendencies such as natural
magic, alchemy, and astrology coexisted with strictly scientific knowledge.





