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SUMMARY
On the description of social medicine and public health by M. Foucault
Taketoshi OxiTa

Though M. Foucault did not publish a book concerning social
medicine/public health, Osamu Kanamori states that such a book should
have been one of M. Foucault's main books. The aim of this article is to
focus on two lectures concerning social medicine/public health —“Crise de
la médecine ou crise de I'antimédecine?” and “La naissance de la médecine
sociale”— and to clarify Foucault's description of social medicine/public
health.

In the former lecture, Foucault focused on the 1940-50 era, and he
insisted that an important transformation of framework concerning
medical welfare had happened. He pointed out three main topics —the
right to health, intervention in “history of life (bio-histoire),” indefinite
medicalization— and, in particular, he described an ironical situation that
the genesis of the right to health indefinitely paralleled medical
intervention in every field in the society.

In the latter, Foucault described the history of social medicine/
public health in the 18th-19th century in Europe. He stated that social
medicine had functioned to control an individual body, especially, in the
poorer groups, and to protect the richer groups against dangers included
by poorer.

Foucault's description regarding social medicine/public health is
highly suggestive. However, we need to examine his analysis and describe
today’s situation according to his perspective.





