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SUMMARY

The emigrant fishermen from Itoman to Singapore
——Focusing on the situation in 1920s——
Yuko Yakace

The purpose of this paper is to consider the social and economic
relations between emigrant fishermen from Okinawa, particularly Itoman,
and Singapore during the interwar period.

ITtoman fishermen entering Singapore were significantly involved in
the social and economic situation of that period in Singapore. At that time,
the Japanese community in Singapore was in transition from “the dirty
business” to “the clean business”. The Itoman fishermen's entry into
Singapore fishing industry, plays two major roles; holding their own
economic position and keeping the population of Japanese people in
Singapore.

Moreover, in the fishing industry in Singapore, new fishermen
groups were able to go into this business easily because of the situation in
the form of local fishing regulations and fisheries law. In addition, there
was a great demand for fresh fish, which were chronically scarce.

Okinawan people may have started fishing as poaching in the early
stage. Developed by the relation with the local capital, their fishing
technique eventually became popular.

However, they had some problems — the anti-Japanese movement
by the Chinese residents, the conflicts with the Singaporean government
about the economic profits and losses, and the increases in the cost of
fishing by the expansion of fishing ground.





