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SUMMARY

Considerations about Izumi Kyoka’s “Kaijin Besso”
——With a Special Focus on “Stage Directions”

Motonobu Nismio

Izumi Kyoka's “Kaijin Besso [The palace where the God of the sea
lives]” is a drama work published in December, 1913.

The story talks about a beautiful woman who lived as a human being
in the world of “the land”. She is offered as sacrifice to the palace on the
bottom of the sea. However, she is reborn as a snake in the bottom of the
sea. (That is what she looks like in the eyes of the people living on “the
land”.) In the end, she marries the prince of the sea.

In this work, the author describes in detail the movements of the
actor performing for “the spectators”. In my paper, I will pay special
attention to these stage directions in an attempt to find a new
interpretation for Kyoka's work.

In this work, only the world of the sea appears on the stage. In the sea, a
special sense of values is at work, different from the sense that human
beings of “the land” have.

The author keeps in mind the body of the actor when he writes the
stage directions, as he is also very aware of the way he wants to show the
action of the play to “the spectators”. Moreover, he has the characters
quote classics of “the land” and give their own interpretations about the
quotes. He also writes the conversations between the prince of the sea and
the beautiful woman from “the land”, in order to show that the values of
the sea and of “the land” are different.

The beautiful woman is reborn on the bottom of the sea and marries
the prince after all. Then, she forgets about the “sorrow” of “the land”. The
author writes about the differences between their systems of values
repeatedly. Since the beautiful woman can forget her sorrow by being
reborn as a “snake” of the sea, then we can say that only human beings of
“the land” can experience “sorrow”.





