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Summary
Miki Toriro’s Music for Broadcasting and the Concept of “Home Song”
Yusuke Wajnva

In modern Japan, broadcasting has served as an active agent
producing popular music, rather than merely distributing and
disseminating it. The purpose of this article is to examine an ideal and
practice of making popular music suited for broadcasting in early post-war
period, focusing a representative composer.

An amateur-turned composer Miki Toriro(1914-1994), a former
military officer and graduate of Tokyo Imperial University, was an icon of
the “democracy of broadcasting” in occupied Japan with his numerous
musical satires on Japanese government and cheerful songs which he
composed for the program “Sunday Entertainment” (NHK, Japan
Broadcasting Corporation, 1947-1954). He criticized both erudite music by
complacent elite Japanese composers and vulgar music produced
industrially by record companies, and tried to improve the taste of the
masses encouraging a moderate and decent musical style based on
Western art music and American big-band jazz.

After his program in NHK discontinued under the pressure by the
government, he turned to commercial broadcasting. In early period of
commercial radio and television, his musical style set the standard for
music for broadcasting. Under the term “Homu Songu(home song)”, it was
distinguished from “Ryukoka”, or popular songs produced by record
companies.





