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SUMMARY
On the Meaning and Function of ‘madamada’
JaYeon Jun

An adverb, ‘mada has three meanings as below. ‘madamada which
has been considered as a form that emphasizes ‘mada’ also has these
meanings.

(a) Temporal:

to indicate a constant and continuous aspect of an event
(b) Quantative:
to indicates that something still has an extra for an increase or
a decrease
(c) Comparative:
to indicate the degree of one is better than the other

Both ‘mada’ and ‘madamada can be used in (a)~(c), however,
‘madamada is preferred when the amount, the quantity or the degree is
large. ‘madamada’ is used as a form that emphasizes ‘mada’, especially
when the quantity or the degree is large. When those are small or
unspecific, only ‘mada’ can be used.

On the other hand, ‘madamada’ has a modal usage that shows
speaker’s negative feelings toward the event or status. When ‘madamada
is in the usage, it is used as a predicate. ‘mada does not have this usage,
therefore, the ‘madamada can not be replaced with ‘mada’.





