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There is, in a sense, a ‘strong’ version of the communicative
approach and a ‘weak’ version. The weak version which
has become more or less standard practice in the

last ten years, stresses the importance of providing
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learners with oppotunities to ‘use their English for
communicative purposes and, characteristically, attempts
to integrate such activities into a wider program
of language teaching — ~ —. -The ‘strong’ version of
communicative teaching, on the other hand, advances
the claim that language is acquired through communication,
so that it is not merely a guestion of activating an
existing but inert knowledge of the ‘language, but
of stimulating the development of the language system
itself. If the former could be described as ‘learning
to use’ English, the latter entails ‘using English

to learn it.’ (Howatt1984 :279)
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