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I wanted to write stories that proceeded, tightly knit, in an un-
broken line from the exposition to the conclusion. I saw the
short story as a narrative of a single event, material or spiritual,
to which by the elimination of everything that was not essential to
its elucidation a dramatic unity could be given. I had no fear of
what is technically known as ‘the point.”... I preferred to end
my short stories with a full-stop rather than with a straggle of
) dots7.
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