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4 At which moment the destiny of the land, the nation, the
South, the County, was already whirling into the plunge of its
precipice, not that the State and the South knew it, because the
first seconds of fall always seem like soar: a weightless delib-
eration preliminary to a rush not downward but upward, the
falling body reversed during that second by transubstantiation
into the upward rush of earth; a soar, an apex, the South’s own

6
apotheosis of its destiny and its pride ....
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When I was little there was a picture in one of our books, a
_dark place into which a single weak ray of light came slanting
upon two faces lifted out of the shadow, You know what I'd
do if I were King? she never was a queen or a fairy she was
-always -a ‘king or a giant or a general .... I'd have to turn
-back to-it until the dungeon was Mother herself she and Father
u;;ward into weak light holding hands and us Echildrehj lost
somewhere below even them without even a ray of light,12
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Father said a man is the sum of his misfortunes. One day you’d

think misfortune would. get tired, but then time is your misfor-

tune Father said, A gull on an invisible wire attacheéd through

space dragged. "
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And yet he is still inside the circle .... ‘But I have never
got outside that circle, I have never broken out of the ring of
what I have already done and cannot even 1?mdo.’
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It CJoe’s pent black blood) seemed to rush out of his pale body
like the rush of sparks from a rising rocket; upon that black
blast the man seemed to rise soaring into their (the pursuers’
memories forever and ever, They are not lose it, in whatever
peaceful valleys, beside whatever placid and reassuring, streams
of old age, in the mirroring faces of whatever children they
will contemplate old disasters and newer hopes., It will be
there, musing, quiet, steadfast, not fading and not particularly
threatful, but of itself alone serene, of itself alone triumphaﬁt.
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Just to write about the good qualities in my country wouldn’t

do anything to change the bad ones, I’ve got to tell people
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about bad ones, so that- they’d be angry enough, or shamed
enough to change i'cz,7
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Fanlkner sees nature .... as more than the backgfound against
" which' his' characters live out their lives, To his mind ....
" nature is a moral force, almost another character. The relation-

ship of man to nature is an indication of the relationship

of man to man, and is equally ir’nportant;31
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. he had not stopped, he had only paused, quitting the -knoll

which was no abode of the dead because there was no death,

not Lion (a big mongrel which participates in the hunt) and
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not Sam [Tke’s instructor in huntingd : not held fast in earth
but free in earth and not in earth but of earth, myriad yet
undiffused of every myriad part, leaf and twig and particle,
air and sun and rain and dew and night, acorn (;ak and leaf and
acorn again, dark and dawn and dark and dawn again in their
immutable progression and, being myriad, one: and Old Ben
too, Old Ben too...ss.
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He told in the Book how He created the earth, made it and
looked at it and said it was all right, and then He made man,
He made the earth first and peopled it with dumb creatures,

and then He created man to be his overseer on the earth and to

hold suzerainty over the earth and the animals on it in His



114

name, not to hold for himself and his descendants inviolable
title for ever, generation after generation, to the oblongs and
squares of the earth, but to hold the earth mutual and intact in
the communal anonymity of brotherhood...ss.
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Lena Grove-is light in Au‘gu—stm; therefore she is life and light

giver ; mankind does not end with the death of the Son of Man,

Joe Christmas, for through Lena there is another life, another

man, another chance,41
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He was quite comfortable, But mainly he was off the ground,

That was the danger, what a man had to watch against; once

you laid flat on the ground, right away the earth started in to

draw you back down into it. The very moment you were born
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out of your mother’s body, the power and the drag of the earth
was already at work on you; if there had not been other women-—
folks in the family or neighbours or even a hired one to support
vou, hold you up, keep the earth from touching you, you
would not live an hour.44
7N, BERRLL, BHAABL L CECRREL L 58, 2> 71
DLAKBICEERR, ~v 7 VAT HEY, KBCEIEAL DR
BRABARES —
But he could risk it, he even felt like giving it a fair active
chance just to show him, prove what it could do if it wanted
to try. And in fact, as soon as he thought that, it seemed to
him he could feel the Mink Snopes that had had to spend so
much of his life just having unnecessary bother and trouble,
beginning to creep, seep, flow easy as sleeping; he could
almost watch it .... down and down into the ground already full
of folks that had the trouble but were free now .... himself a
mong them, equal to any, good as any, brave as any, ‘being
inextricable from, anonymous with all of them 46
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....Is there a heaven, Nancy?
Nancy
I dont know, I believes,
Temple
Believe what?
Nancy

48
1 dont know. But I believes,
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..“living” is motion, and “motion” is change and alteration
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and therefore the only alternative to motion is un-motion,

. 53
stasis, death ....
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