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Anonymous Exchange System and Reconstruction of the Body

YAMAZAKI Goro

In discourse, purporting to explain organ transplantation, there are two major positions, concerning
recognition of the body. One position is "technological determinism", which emphasizes partiality or
commodification of the body. The other is "culturalism", which lays emphasis on cultural meaning
of the body.

In this article I discuss recognition of the body in organ transplantation in terms of what I call
"system of anonymity". Also, I examine how recipients actuaily interpret their received organs in
their life-world.

By focusing on the system and recipient's narratives, I illustrate the new symbolic order that
evolves after transplantation and encompasses in a certain way (1) the body of the recipient, (2)
the received organs, and (3) anonymous relationship with the donor family. I show that by grasping
this order it is possible to understand the process of reconstructing the body, grounded in everyday
practice of the recipients in their life-world.

The recognition of the body in organ transplantation cannnot be explained from neither
technological nor cultural viewpoint. I conclude that it depends in good part on the system of

anonimity and recipient's practice of everyday life.

Key Words
organ transplantation, anonymity, practice of everyday life, exchange, technological determinism
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