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The "Origin" of Ulaanbaatar City: The Historiographies in
Socialist and Post-Socialist Mongolia

NISHIGAKI Yu

We investigate the problem of the "origin" of Ulaanbaatar city, the capital of Mongolia in this
paper. The "origin" was described in the historiographies of Ulaanbaatar city in socialist and post-
socialist eras. We compare the historiographies of these two periods, and analyze how the
"origin" was described in them. In socialist era, one historiographer, Diigersiren (1917 — 1970),
described that "origin" was 1639. According to this, in post-socialist era, that "origin" was set
officially on that year, and most of historiographers described the "origin" as same, 1639. The year
of "origin" was same among two eras, but they described the "origin" very differently. In socialist
era, the "origin" of the city was described as nomadic camp, which would develop into the city, in
which the Revolution broke out in 1921. On the other hand, in post-socialist era, the "origin" was
described as the nomadic camp which has continuity from Chinggis Khan. In other words, the

former saw the "origin" as the aspect of discontinuity, the latter saw it as the aspect of continuity.

Key Words
city, “origin”, historiography, (post) socialism, continuity / discontinuity
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