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The Role of the Broadcasting Media in disasters
—The Comparison of the Great Hanshin Earthquake and Taiwan 921 Earthquake—

HUNG, GuoTsai

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the roles of the broadcasting media during disasters in
three aspects: (1) to address the difference of the obligation of the broadcasting media regulated by
law in Japan and Taiwan; and based on the (1), to look into how the roles of the media in these
two countries were functioning in the case of Great Hanshin Earthquake in Japan and the 921
Earthquake in Taiwan; and (2) to understand and examine the characteristics of the broadcasting
media and think about ahat broadcasting media shoald do in the fature.

Two suggestions were made in this study regarding the problem of media itself and the relation-
ship between media and the affected citizens. First, it is crucial for the media to establish an
emergent system for the emergent period; meanwhile, in disseminating information when a disaster
happened, attention especially needs be paid to the following factors. They are fastness, reliability,
accuracy, -clarity, consistency, certainty, sufficiency, guidance, frequency, location of effected area,
the use of other media. Second, it is also essential to build the relationship between media and
affected people during the ordinary time and when disseminating disastrous information, it is
important that the media take the stance of ordinary people's and see things from the their

viewpoints.
Key Words

Disasters, the role of the broadcasting media, the obligation of the broadcasting media, the Gre
at Hanshin Earthquake, Taiwan 921 Earthquake.
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