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Enactment of the Administrative Procedure Act as the
Turning Point of Administrative Operations

— Administrative Reform Mechanism Under the Cabinet-Parliamentary System—

wHARE

Tsuyoshi YOSHIMUTA™

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to make clarity why the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan (LDP) in the
1990s enacted several laws which disciplined the activities of each ministry and each bureaucrat,
something that had not been thought necessary between the post-war era and the 1980s.

In this article I examined the political process of establishing the Administrative Procedure Act, and
found that it was reasonable for both the LDP and the bureaucrats to do so, considering the political
situation in the 1990s in which the LDP did not have the majority in the House of Councilors and

administrative procedures were reframed as administrative reform.
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Keywords : bureaucratic procedures formalized as General Laws, Administrative Procedure Act,

accountability, administrative reform, Cabinet-Parliamentary System
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