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Opinions of Japanese Intellectuals on the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution in China (1969-1973)

Fang HUANG"

Abstract

After April 1969, there was a temporary respite from the chaos that had followed the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution. Eventually, China rejoined the United Nations in October 1971, which was followed
by a visit from US President Richard Nixon in February 1972, and from September 1972 onwards, China
and Japan revived their bilateral relations. During this period, the Japanese media also responded to the
sudden development of this international affair, and the reports of every newspaper agency shifted to the
revival of Sino-Japanese bilateral relations. Especially noticeable was the turnabout of the newspaper
agencies, who until then had been severely criticizing the cultural revolution. On the other hand, for the
revival of Sino-Japanese relations, Japanese intelligentsia focused on the issue of war responsibility, and
emphasized the need to review the history of the Japanese invasion of China. The aim of this paper is to
throw light on the changes of the Japanese media in the theories on the Cultural Revolution, specifically in
the period after the chaos caused by the Cultural Revolution had subsided and the world became engulfed

by the ‘Chinese fever.’
F—T—F bR HARRGRA, HHEZERIE, i

Keywords : The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, Japanese Intelligentsia, The revival of Sino-

Japanese bilateral relations, News Reports
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