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The succession of traditional art forms:
A case study of preservation activity in Indonesia

Madoka Fukuoka

This article examines activities aimed toward the preservation of traditional art forms in
Indonesia and the researcher’s participation in these activities.

Due to technological developments such as the large-scale transfer of people and things, global
cultural flow and cultural standardization are accelerating. Tourism, the spread of media, and the
commercialization of performing arts have changed the relationship between particular locations
and particular art forms. Modern educational systems have altered traditional ways of teaching
and learning. Changes in local communities have caused the absence of mutual assistance.
Rationalization and efficient education have caused the decline of indigenous knowledge, such
as local languages, concepts, religions, beliefs, and various kinds of skills. As a result of these
changes, there has been decline in traditional art performance and a lack of successors for those
arts in Indonesia.

Under these conditions, there have been some attempts to preserve traditional performing arts.
In this article I focus on the activities of the NGO Tikar, which works toward the preservation
of traditional art forms and the succession of those art forms to the next generation. Tikar’s
activities include support for artists, growing audiences, recording and documentation. The main
characteristic of Tikar’s activities is attaching importance to the creation of audio-visual recordings.
In March of 2012 and 2013, I joined them to record performances of Sundanese puppet theatre. In
this paper, I examined my two experiences with Tikar and discuss the possibility of cooperation
with them.



