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The role of post-disaster NGOs in the 2008 Wenchuan and 2013 Lushan
Earthquakes in Sichuan in P.R. China:
A case study of grass-roots mental support NGOs

Yumei ZHANG and Junko OTaNI

This paper examines a case study of the evolution of Chinese NGOs following the 2008
Wenchuan Earthquake in Sichuan, P.R. China on May 12. The 2003 SARS epidemic is said to have
been the opportunity for Chinese NGOs to enter disaster relief operations. Yet in the aftermath of
the Wenchuan Earthquake, about 300 NGOs and 3 million volunteers participated in disaster relief
activity. The year 2008 is therefore regarded as the birth year of Chinese NGOs and volunteerism.
Just before the five year anniversary of the Wenchuan Earthquake, the Lushan Earthquake occurred
in Ya-an, Sichuan, on April 20, 2013. Many Chinese disaster NGOs were already operating in the
disaster-affected area in Sichuan, in coordination with the government. The response to the 2013
earthquake was more efficient because the system was already in place and more experienced
personnel were available after the 2008 experience. However, there were sustainability problems
regarding both financial difficulties and human resource management. With this in mind, this paper
introduces a case study of the grass-roots NGO, “Mother House”, which supports mothers who lost
their only children in the context of China’s population policy. It also examines an organization
called “Chengdu One-Day for Social Work Service Center” which provides mental care support
among other types of supports. Further research is required on NGOs in the Chinese context and
on their longer-term evolution and consequences.



