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Turning Our Gaze toward Tools

Ken MARUTA

We can divide the ‘things’ we encounter in the world into three categories: 1) natural things,
including living things such as animals and plants; 2) human beings; and 3) artefacts. Artefacts are
objects made by humans using natural materials. They are basically tools designed for particular
human purposes. Human beings have turned both themselves and natural things into objects of
reflection in an attempt to understand their essence. But what about artefacts? Very few thinkers
have given serious consideration to man-made things such as tools. Thus, the philosophical status
of tools is not very high. However, our /ebenswelt is today literally covered with tools. It is not
uncommon to look around us and see no natural things or human beings, only artefacts. Given such
an extraordinary situation, should we not start investigating the realm of tools in earnest? Yet, what
kind of gaze can we turn on artefacts? Such are the themes of this article, which takes Heidegger’s
well-known conception of tools as a starting point and explores the world of a particular cultural
tool, the urushi bowl, concluding with critical reflections on Heidegger’s view of tools.



