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State of Belonging and UnBelonging: A Study of
Familial Themes in Major Works of Amitav Ghosh

in Reference to Toni Morrison

Sanyat SATTAR

Rootedness and exclusive native representation that both
Toni Morrison and Amitav Ghosh have been repeatedly
employing in their writings essentially denotes two other
notion of states: Belonging and UnBelonging—states that
people experience for various different reasons. For Morrison

and Ghosh these states are, however, fuelled by aggregation

and stained with the struggle in families, communities, societies
and races. All these institutions are often shackled by political
means and to elaborate those means, history is reinterpreted
and re-carved by both of these writers.

In the background of socio-historical mélée, we can see
that Ghosh’s themes recurrently circle round familial themes
and settings. His characters are simple and they commonly
represent a certain sect or group in the society. In such
families—rich or poor, high or low, Hindu or Muslim—there
is a common essence of struggle in manifold areas, and many
of the characters are in the dilemmatic situation of struggling
for their individual “Belonging”—both inside and outside their
familial boundaries. The objective of this study is, therefore, to
locate the striking distinctiveness of the notion of Belonging
and UnBelonging, mainly as profusely represented in Ghosh’s
works, and in this regard three of Ghosh’'s major novels are
dealt and researched vividly to recognize the conception. To
get a deeper understanding of these issues and to see how
Belonging-UnBelonging functions in various other spheres of
struggles, some selected representational works of Morrison

are also referred here in this study. By reading Ghosh's
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adaptation of the notion of Belonging and UnBelonging from
his Indian setting and at the same time scrutinizing Morrison’s
use of the similar concerns from her African American milieu,
will help this research to find a concrete definition and picture
of Belonging and UnBelonging from a multi-dimensional
comprehension

This research unfolds various pictures of Belonging and
UnBelonging in a range of circumstances as revealed firstly by
Amitav Ghosh and later supported with additional instances of
Toni Morrison. Combining both of their ideas we can come to
this resolution that the notion of Belonging and UnBelonging is
a universal phenomenon that involves struggle and inequity. To
add, this Belonging and UnBelonging can lay deep impacts both
in physical and emotional faculties, and for some the evil effects
are almost permanent. And there are several reasons behind
an individual to feel UnBelonged in a certain environment.
As pointed earlier, among these reasons the critical ones are:
political, economical, social and racial.

UnBelonging is not only centred around women, but also
men, children, or even an entire community can be a victim

of it. Reading from Morrison and Ghosh it is evident that the

involvement of either the colonizers or the Westerners plays
an important role on certain group of people for losing their
sense of Belonging. But in this study it is also evident here that
native communities, religious and social groups, or even own
family members can equally be responsible to trigger the sense
of UnBelonging on certain individuals.

Again, the craving for Belonging is also an interesting feature
to identify. The search for a Belonging from all the negativities
around, is a universal tendency and people are constantly
involved in this process regardless to caste, creed, language,
race or religion; and this search and crave has been uniquely
established in this study—be it a wild jungle, or a vessel, or
a small community with varieties of people living together—
people create or recreate their own Belonging to survive
from the dilemmatic identity crisis. Inside those “alternate”
communities people connect themselves with cultural ties or
mutual inter-dependency. These communities ultimately project
a utopian hope of Belonging for the distressed UnBelonged
inhabitants.

This study also projects the theoretical aspects of Belonging

and UnBelonging that exemplifies another side of the issue
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that takes us beyond the fictional boundaries. This research
significantly studies Amitav Ghosh's depiction of Belonging
and UnBelonging and recognizes the profound connection
that the notions have with the ideological understating with
that of Toni Morrison. Even though the two authors are very
much different in their individual approaches, there remains a
connection between the two—connection that pertains not only
to nativistic themes, but also to a shared world-view in each

author’s oeuvre.
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