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Secular Priest Life in the Japanese Middle Ages

TAIRA Masayuki

There were many people who did the figure of the priest and continued secular
activity in the Japanese Middle Ages. A purpose of this article is to clarify their actual
situation.

When faith in hope of yielding to the Buddhists’ paradise became popular, the
manners and customs that general people became a priest were born and spread out.
In the days of the beginning, the people who became a priest stopped secular activity
and devoted themselves to Buddhism ascetic practices. However, when it is the Middle
Ages, a political man of power comes to become a priest, and they come to maintain
political power after having become a priest. The abdicated emperors who had joined a
Buddhist order held political real power after a priest. The manners and customs to hold
a patrimony after having become a priest spread out in the Great Society before long.
It was special manners and customs to be seen only in the Japanese Middle Ages that
the people who held a patrimony after having become a priest, and carried out a secular
activity existed. That is why it leads to elucidating a social structural characteristic in the
Middle Ages in Japan to study it.

When the Emperor, the Minister, the General hoped to become a priest, both became
a priest after having resigned the position. However, they held political power after
having really become a priest. Therefore, in the Japanese Middle Ages, the phenomenon
that an institutional political man of power and a true man of power became estranged
was often caused.

When nobles became a priest, they resigned a government official. However, in the
Imperial Court of the Kamakura era, a lot of posts where the noble who became a priest
could take office as appeared. For example, Chigyokokushu (%117 =), Ryoke (#E%),
Kantoumoshitsugi (B8 #Hi k) are the examples. In addition, the person who became a
priest came to be able to get various public posts at the local government office.

After having become a priest, many samurais continued maintaining the post of

the Shugo (5Fi#) and the lord of a manor. They engaged in the duties such as war or
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the guard according to an order of the Shogunate even after becoming the figure of the
priest. The manners and customs of the priest spread to the world of the people. Most of
leaders of the village ran a village with the figure of the priest. In addition, a lot of people
who became a priest in a slave and lowly people exist. Even if farmers became a priest, it

was not exempted from the burden of the land tax.



