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SUMMARY

An Analysis of Data Duplication Observed in the Web-Based
Subcorpora of BCCW]J

Tadaharu TANOMURA

The Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ),
which is a first-ever large-size balanced corpus of the Japanese language,
was completed in 2011 after five years’ construction. The corpus is
now accessible either through two Web applications named Shonagon
and Chunagon or directly in the DVD format. BCCW] will henceforth
be employed extensively as the standard corpus of Japanese, replacing
electronic texts of novels and newspapers, which have been used
commonly as a substitute for the non-existent reliable corpus of the
language.

Although the significance of this long-awaited corpus cannot be
overestimated, it is nevertheless necessary for its user to pay sufficient
attention to two facts concerning the corpus. First, BCCW] has a
complex internal structure, ie. it consists of three subcorpora, each of
which in turn consists of smaller component subcorpora. Second, some
of the subcorpora comprise of distinct types of text taken from various
sources, such as the Internet or the minutes of the National Diet of
Japan, which may be quite different in many ways from the kinds of
texts generally used in the study of Japanese.

Here we will take up the two Web-based subcorpora of BCCW],
Yahoo! Blog and Yahoo! Chiebukuro, the latter of which is the Japanese
counterpart of Yahoo! Answers, and analyze aspects of duplication of
data contained therein, which may affects in a highly detrimental way
statistical analyses of phenomena of Japanese based on BCCW]. The
high extent of data duplication observed makes us conclude that the
Web-based subcorpora need to be handled with particular caution, and
that a simply combined use of those subcorpora and other subcorpora
should be avoided.





