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SUMMARY

Real Distinction AND Substantial Union of Mind and Body in
Descartes: A Contradiction?

Osamu UENO

Descartes is often considered to be contradicting himself in
maintaining both real distinction and substantial union of mind-body.
This paper shows he is not. There is no logical contradiction in saying
that A can exist (posse existere) without B and hence is really distinct
from B and that A s closely conjoined (arcte conjunctum) with B. That
A cannot exist without B does not follow from the latter; nor from the
former, that A is (or could) not be closely conjoined with B. Descartes
does admit a difficulty to conceive thought-extension conjunction. But
a conceptual difficulty is not in itself a logical contradiction. Descartes
defuses the difficulty by crediting God with an unknown power to bring
mind and body together as well as to put them apart. Were it impossible,
God would certainly be deceptive in having provided us with a primitive
notion of mind-body union. Descartes is on his guard not to take two for
one, which surely would be contradicting. The unity of Man resulting
from mind-body union is nuanced with regard to modality. Union is
contingent in that “I”, the thinking substance, could be other than the
person having this body. At the same time, union is necessary in that
in this created actual world “I”, the same thinking substance, cannot be
other than the person having this body. Being a Man is not being an
object simply identical to itself. This is why Descartes could reject the
false alternative of his follower Regeus: either Man considered as ens per
accidens, or Man considered as a substance per se of which Mind could
be no more than a mode. Immune to logical contradictions, Descartes
says something more in metaphysics.



