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SUMMARY

A Journey around Hell and Paradise by Kawanabe Kyosai and the
Family Temple of the Katsuta

Megumi Sopa

A Journey around Hell and Paradise (Seikado Bunko Art Museum
collection) by Kawanabe Kyosai(1831-1889), was active as a painter from
end of Edo to Meiji period and the paint is known as a work which
Kyosai's major patron, Katsuta Gohe, a wealth merchant of Nihonbashi
requested Kyosai to paint. This work was produced in commemoration
of Gohe's daughter named Tatsu who died young in Meiji 2 (1869), and it
consists of 40 figures in total. The story is about Tatsu's journey with the
Buddha Amida and King Enma with enjoyment, and go to paradise. The
work is renowned as a masterpiece of Kyosai because it has ingenious
narrative as well as precise and beautiful draw.

The family temple of the Katsuta is drawn in this work. However,
the consideration of the seat of this temple had not been advanced in
previous studies. The production purpose of this work is the memorial
service of Tatsu. It is very important to specify the family temple
of the Katsuta in thinking about the production background. Then, I
investigated based on the document concerning the Katsuta family,
and it has been revealed that the seat of the family temple is Nichirin-
ji temple located in west Asakusa. In this thesis, it introduces details
behind the incident that specify the family temple.

Nichirin-ji temple is a buddhist temple of Ji-sect. And it has been
recognized that several pictures based on the doctrine of Ji-sect is drawn
in this work. In this thesis, the relations between those pictures and the
memorial service are also considered.





