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SUMMARY

The Representation of Japanese Women in the Writings of Russian
Prisoners of War: Philipp Kupchinskii's O-Tku-San

Linda GALVANE

The first Russian prisoners of war were sent to Japan in 1904,
followed by more than seventy thousand POWs in camps all over Japan
by the end of June next year as an outcome of the defeat of Russia in
the Russo-Japanese War. Not infrequently the Russian POWs developed
intimate relationships with Japanese women, which subsequently became
a subject of literary works. One of such cases is a novel O- Iku-San (1911)
by Philipp Kupchinskii, a POW who was interned in the Matsuyama
prison camp. Hiyama Shinichi points out that the heroine O-Iku embodies
all the positive characteristics of Japanese women, especially kindness
and perseverance that Kupchinskii admired. The novel was homage to
Japanese women by a Russian POW.

In this paper, however, I argue that one should not reduce O-Iku-
San to a mere praise for Japanese women and that this novel needs
a more detailed historical/cultural examination. I suggest that the
depiction of the relationship between Japanese women and the Russian
POW Spasov, in whom O-Iku falls in love, is a tacit means to regain self-
respect, pride and masculinity of the Russian soldiers, lost during the
warfare and their imprisonment. My argument may be supported by the
following four points.

Firstly, I show how a seemingly positive depiction of Japanese
women who love Russian war prisoners and are ready to sacrifice
themselves, actually, neatly fits in the discursive tradition of Russian
literature. Namely, it is the reproduction of the representations of
“Caucasian maids.”

Secondly, all the POW authors in the final analysis acknowledge
in their works Russians as Aryans, demonstrating the biased attitude
towards people of non-Caucasian origins. Moreover, I contend that the
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representation of O-Iku-San as of a mixed Japanese and Western origin
is a textual strategy to discriminate Japanese and to reestablish the
superiority of Russians.

Thirdly, through the characteristics of Russian POW Spasov
depicted in the novel, Kupchinskii surreptitiously justifies the wantonness
of Russian men as regards Japanese women. In fact, the novel, I would
argue, reveals the erotic fantasy of POWs, where Japanese female
characters play the role of “nurses,” to whose mercy helpless POWs are
left. However, depicting how these Japanese “nurses” desire Russians and
suffer afterwards, Kupchinskii eventually subverts the power relationship
between them and POWSs. That is, by “penetrating” the Japanese women
in their fantasies, Russian POWs regain the superiority and masculine
confidence.

Finally, referring to the visual representation of O-Iku-San, I point
out that the hybrid image of mixed race character in the novel serves as
the justification for interracial relationship, which, however, is betrayed
by the visual image of a suffering Japanese, which would give the
Russian readers sadistic pleasure and feeling of superiority.





