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SUMMARY

An Examination of the Structural Characteristics of the Ukita Clan in
the Toyotomi Period

Takafumi MORIWAKI

This article explains the structure of the Bizen Ukita Clan who
held authoritative power of the Daimyo during the Toyotomi Period, as
well as how its structure transformed. Research of the Ukita Clan during
this period has stagnated due to its limited documentation. However, we
examine the recordings of the Ukita Clan during the Toyotomi Period
from the Bungencho to gain new perspectives and reopen research in
this area.

During the Sokoku-Kenchi ( land surveys in Ukita Clan ) in 1594,
the Ukita Clan started to deal with the inconsistencies that inevitably
came with being appointed as the Korean Peninsula dispatch troops to
lead the Toyotomi Regime. Simultaneously, the Chief Retainers of the
Clan entrusted supervision to their subordinates. Also, with anincrease in
annual stipend and along with it military service, the dispatch of troops
created an impoverished military. Thus, the Chief Retainers became
dependent on these subordinates to restore political policies. On the
other hand, Hideie, the Head of the Clan, increased the annual stipend
of his own staff, alongside strengthening the military directly under his
supervision.

During the Ukita Clan Revolt in 1600, the military which was
highly dependent on the Chief Retainers changed drastically. The
subordinates of the Chief Retainers of the Ukita Clan were redistributed,
and the military directly under Hideie was strengthened. In the past, the
Ukita Clan Revolt was seen as the collapse of the Ukita Clan. However,
from another perspective, it was a critical moment in which authoritative
power consolidated under Hideie. This paper argues for the necessity
to reexamine the Ukita Clan during this period based on the discussion
above.





