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Sara often thought afterwards that the house was somehow exactly

like Miss Minchin. .. T don't like it, papa’ she [Sara] said (7).

[S]he [Minchin] began from that minute to feel rather a grudge

against her show pupil [Sara] (24).
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SUMMARY

F. H. Burnett’s A Little Princess Translations Seen from Young Girls’
and Gender Viewpoints in Japan

Asuka TORITAMARI

In Japan, F.H. Burnett's A Little Princess has been translated
variously and supported by girls and women. The first Japanese-
translated edition was published in 1910. The early translations of this
work were dedicated to social educations for girls in Japan. And so these
early Japanese A [ittle Princess translations are dealt with from the
viewpoints of a young reader and of gender. This paper focuses on how
these early translations reflect women's and girl's education, prevailing
moral codes, and their general social and cultural circumstances in Japan.

Through the novel, the protagonist Sara is often in trouble with
her teacher Minchin. These conflicts between Sara and Minchin look
natural. The novel depicts a typical story of success in life: a poor little
girl comes to be happy and rich after overcoming hardships and troubles.
Therefore, the readers naturally regard Minchin as a typical plot device
to torment a poor protagonist. Understanding Minchin just as such a plot
device, however, provides an inadequate explanation for the conflicts
between Sara and Minchin through the novel.

Sara and Minchin have the same wonderful abilities; logical mind,
strong will, and great patience, although Minchin is depicted as a “bad”
woman. Between these characters, in fact, there is an overt difference
whether she works or not. Sara is a little princess and, on the contrary,
Minchin is a career woman. In other words, while Sara is non-worker
and depicted as a “good” girl, Minchin is a hard worker and depicted as a
“bad” woman. Moreover, becoming a little princess depends on appearing
of “A Daddy-Long-Legs”. Needless to say, the readers have no choice but
to get married with men because such Daddies never appear to them.
The novel supports modern patriarchy in Japan.





