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SUMMARY

Two Letters from KUWABARA Jitsuzo in the ISHIHAMA Library:

Theories surrounding Marco Polo’s Quinsai = Xingzai 171E

Kazuaki TsuTsumI

This paper discusses and analyses the background of the
letters (1921) sent to ISHIHAMA Juntaro A i&#f KHE (1888-1968) by
KUWABARA Jitsuzo 2 E R (1870-1931) , both scholars of oriental
history. The content of these letter and postcard sent by KUWABARA
consists of enquiries seeking to prove the theory that Quinsai = Xingzai
fT4E in On Pu Shou-Kéng %77 Bt D F ). Insight into KUWABARA'
s research gained from these letters show characteristics of Marco Polo’
s first full-fledged studies in Japan. In addition, the purpose behind these
letters was an academic network surrounding ISHIHAMA. Therefore,
these letters allow us to trace the activities of those within this network
who subsequently went on to become key figures in Marco Polo studies
in Japan.

The contents are as follows:

Introduction

1. Content of Letters and Commentary

2. Background and Subsequent Development: Ties with the

Academic Network surrounding ISHIHAMA
(1) Nature of Marco Polo Studies
(2) The three People who advocated the Theory that Quinsai =
Xingzai 1T#E

(3) Luo Zhényu #FETE and Luo Fachéng HEAE

(4) Mediating Oriental Studies in the USSR

(5) Dealings with ISHIDA Mikinosuke £1 H#2 Bf

(6) New Developments in Marco Polo Studies

Conclusion



