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SUMMARY

The Source of the Letter Depicted in Soseki’'s Wagahai ha Neko Dearu

Rintaro Govama

This paper attempts to argue that the letter from Shinsaku Nuita,
which is depicted in Chapter Nine of Soseki Natsume's Wagahai ha Neko
Dearu (I am a Cat) is in fact, copy of Shinjiro Koide's letter. Koide was
a needlecraft teacher and had been managing a sewing school called ”
Joshi Saiho Koto Gakuin” in the latter half of the Meiji period. The letter
copied in Wagahat ha Neko Dearu was one of the invitation letters sent
to the general public inviting them to purchase his book. This finding
adds new information to the annotation of Soseki's one of the prominent
works. The relationship between copying and the interest on literary
sketch (Shaset) of that time is also discussed in this paper.
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