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Cancelation of Modality
—Case of Propositional Use and Case of Discourse—

WATANABE Shinji

Summary: In this article the author discusses two cases in which modality disappears. One
is a case where modal expressions are used in a proposition. For this case the Japanese modal
expression nakerebanaranai ‘721 1UIX 72 572N is taken up and examined. The other is a case
where the modality of direct discourse disappears. The author claims that the reason why this is the
case is because direct discourse is an icon. Another case is further examined in which the modality
of a sentence disappears when the quotation marker to ‘&’ follows the sentence. This phenomenon
is explained in terms of the conjunctive function of the quotation marker.
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