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Intonation and Pause in Japanese Story Reading

KORI Shiro

Summary: This paper analyzes the prosodic features of oral readings of the famous Japanese short
story "Gongitsune" performed by professional actors. Specifically, the level of tonal realization
(either full level or reduced level) of each accent unit in a sentence and the use of pauses are
the main interests of the study. The following results emerge. (1) Tonal movement in an accent
unit is fully realized when the unit is not restrictively modified by the preceding unit or when it
immediately follows the thematic particle "wa." (2) Tonal movement in an accent unit is reduced
when it is restrictively modified by the preceding one, except for cases in which [a] the accent
unit in question is in a long sequence of restrictive modification; [b] the preceding accent unit
semantically functions as an additional explanation; or [c] the accent unit is semantically focused.
(3) Tonal movement in an accent unit consisting of only a particle or an auxiliary verb is always
reduced. (4) Additional tonal movement (beyond that required by accent) at the end of a syntactic
phrase, which is frequent in spontaneous speech, is not observed. (5) Some performers realize
dramatic tension and release by manipulating pitch level and speech rate. (6) Thematic phrases
are often pronounced at a low pitch level, but this pronunciation appears to be optional. (7)
Onomatopoeias are pronounced at a high pitch level. (8) Large individual differences are found in
the use of pauses. (9) The length of a pause has a trade-off relationship with speech tempo.
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