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Preface

The work of this thesis was carried out under the guidance of Professor Dr.

Hiroshi Yoneyama at Department of Applied Chemistry, Faculty of Engineering,

Osaka University.

The objective of this thesis is to develop preparation methods of size quantized

semiconductor nanocrystals of desired sizes, and to investigate the size dependent

photoelectrochemical properties of the prepared nanocrystals. The author hopes

that the findings obtained in this work will benefit in progress in photochemistry of

semiconductor nanocrystals.
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General Introduction

Semiconductor nanocrystals (Q-particles) with diameters less than ca. 10 nm

have been extensively investigated since they exhibit various unique photophysical

and/or photochemical properties due to the quantum size effects. The size

dependency of the energy structure of the Q-particles have been predicted by various

theoretical calculations using the schrodinger equation for electrons in a small space.

Various preparation methods of Q-particles have been proposed to investigate the

size dependent properties of Q-particles but particles prepared so far had size

distribution more or less, which limits studies on size-dependent properties. It is

desired to develop a technique that allows the preparation of Q-particles with

precisely controlled size and crystalline properties with a high monodispersivity.

Recently, the use of Q-particles as photocatalysts have drawn much attentions

because it has been shown experimentally that apparent photocatalytic activities of

semiconductor particles increase with a decrease of its size. This phenomena has

been qualitatively explained in terms of increase in both the reducing power of

photogenerated electrons and oxidizing power of holes due to the enlargement of

the bandgap of semiconductors, the degree being dependent on the size of Q-

particles.

Q-particles of metal chalcogenide semiconductors such as CdS, and oxide

semiconductors such as TiO2 have most intensively been studied since these Q-

particles can be prepared without difficulty. On the other hand, the preparation of

UI-V compound semiconductors such as GaAs is not easily done, and little studies

have been done on their size quantization effects.

The present study has been conducted focusing to the following three subjects.

(1) To clarify the effect of the size of semiconductor nanocrystals on the

photoelectrochemical properties of Q-particles.

(2) To develop the preparation method of monodispersed CdS nanocrystals.

(3) To develop the preparation of GaAs nanocrystals

■
■



This thesis is composed of the General Introduction, four chapters of the text,

and conclusion. Chapter 1 describes the effect of the particle size of Q-CdS on the

photo-induced electron transfer to methylviologen and sulfopropylviologen. O-

CdS nanocrystals prepared by applying gel electrophoresis to CdS nanocrystals

colloids to narrow the size distribution were used. Chapter 2 describes the method

of the determination of the conduction band potential of CdS nanocrystals using

TiO2colloids as a potential variable quencher. Chapter 3 describes a novel method

of the preparation of monodispersed CdS nanocrystals using photoinduced

dissolution under aerobic condition. Chapter 4 describes the preparation and

characterization of GaAs nanocrystals and the application to the photocatalyst. The

conclusion summarizes the results obtained in the present study.
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Chapter 1 Photoinduced Reduction of Viologens on Size-Separated

1-1

CdS Nanocrvstals

Introduction

Many workers have described photoinduced electron transfer from

size quantized semiconductor particles (Q-particles) to redox species in

ss1u1i6t1-12. Based on these studies it appears that the rate of photoreduction

of a redox species in solution increases as the size of the semiconductor

crystallite decreases2. This tendency is accounted for by smaller particles having

a more negative potential of their conduction band edgezu,b. In an

electrochemical sense, the potential difference between the conduction band of

a semiconductor particle and the redox agent to be photoreduced can be regarded

as the overvoltage for electron transfer. However, the enhanced rate with

increasin g size quantization has not been quantitatively discussed from this

viewpoint. The preparation of monodispersed Q-particles with different sizes

is desired to investigate this subject.

The rate of the electron transfer from Q-particles is likely to be influenced

also by surface composition such as nonstoichiometry3-6 and the presence of

stabilizersT-9. Therefore, it is desirable to use Q-particles of different sizes that

have been prepared by the same method. In this respect, fractionation by gel

electrophoresisl2-14 is suitable for preparation of Q-particles.

In this chapter, the rate of photoinduced reduction of positively charged

methylviologen, (MV2*), and electrically neutral propylviologensulfonate,

(PVS}, on Q-CdS particles of different sizes, is described. The results obtained

are discussed in terms of existing theories of electrochemical reactions.

-4‐



1‐2 Experimental Section

1‐ 2‐ l  Preparation and Size‐ Separation of CdS(Conoids

Preparation of nanocrystalline CdS colloids followed the method reported by

Spanhel et a1.15. A stoichiometric amount of H2S was injected into a nitrogen-

purged aqueous solution containing 0.2 mM Cd(ClO4) 2 and 0.2 mM sodium

hexametaphosphate (HMP) at pH 10.0. After vigorously mixing for 1 min, the

newly formed colloid was stirred for 10 min at 0'C and concentrated by a factor of

10 under reduced pressure at 35'C. Concentrated CdS colloids are denoted Q-

CdS/HMP.

Gel electrophoresis was carried out employing a procedure similar to that

reported by Eychmiiller e/ a112. A2.5 Vo polyacrylamide gel (2.6 Vo cross-linking

density, diameter 25 mm,length 17 cm) was used. Both the gel and the electrolyte

solution contained 5 mM Cd(ClO4) 2and 5 mM HMP at pH 10.9. A Pt plate cathode

was placed in the upper reservoir of the electrophoresis cell and a Pt wire anode in

the lower reservoir. 10 cm3 of Q-CdS/HMP containing L0 w/v % sucrose was

overlayered on the top of the gel. Electrophoresis experiments were performed by

application of 100 V for 4 h. To minimize thermal diffusion of Q-CdS particles in

the gel, the electrophoresis cell was cooled in an ice bath. The electrolyte solution

was replaced every 30 min to maintain a constant pH. The resulting Q-CdS gel

layer of 6 cm length was cut into 6 slices. The fraction close to the cathode (top

end) is numbered 1 and the bottom end 6 in this chapter. Using the cell shown in

Figure 1-1, electrophoresis was again carried out to extract Q-CdS particles in a

given gel slice by putting it on a Nylon sheet separator (400 mesh) wrapping the

bottom end of the glass tube. Below the Nylon sheet separator, 5 cm3 of the

electrolyte solution was filled, which was separated from the anode compartment

by a cellulose dialysis membrane (Viskase Sales Co. UC36-32). By application of

zOV for 30 min, the Q-CdS particles were extracted from the gel into the electrolyte



Figure 1-1 Schematic illustration of the ccll for electrophoretic extraction of Q-
CdS particles from a slice of the gel into the elecholyte solution. /: ft plate (cathode),

2: cathode compartment,3: slice of polyacrylamide gel containing Q-CdS particles,

4: Nylon mesh separator, 5: electrolyte container (5 cm3), 6: cellulose dialysis
membrane, 7: anode compartment, 8: Pt wire (anode), 9: glass tube. The electrolyte

solution contained 5 mM Cd(ClO4)2 and 5 mM HMP at pH L0.9.

solution below the Nylon sheet separator. The resulting colloidal dispersion was

filtered using aO.2 pm PTFE filter (Advantec) to remove the gel, and about 5 cm3

of the fractionated Q-CdS colloid recovered.

1‐2‐2  Characterization of Fractionated(CdS(Co1loids

A transmission electron microscope, TEM (Hitachi H800,200 keV or H9(X)0,

300 keV), was employed to determine the size distribution of the CdS

nanocrystallites in each fraction. A small amount of the colloidal solution was

dropped onto a carbon-evaporated copper grid for observations. The amount of

CdS in each fraction was determined using a fluorescent X-ray spectrometer (Rigaku,

-6‐



327OA). 0.05 cm3 of the Q-CdS colloid or standard solutions of various

concentrations (Na2SOa for sulfur analysis) was dropped on a filter paper (Rigaku,

3379C1) followed by drying under vacuum. The concentration of CdS was

determined by assuming that the fractionated Q-CdS particles were stoichiometric.

Optical absorption and fluorescence spectra of each fraction were measured

using a photodiode-array spectrophotometer (Hewlett-Packard, HP8452A) and a

fluorescence spectrometer (Hitachi, F3010), respectively. The fluorescence lifetime

of the CdS nanocrystallites was determined using a time-resolved single-photon

counting method on a fluorescen@ spectrophotometer (Horiba, NAES-1100).

t-2-3 Photoinduced Reduction of Methylviologen and Propyl-

viologensulfonate in Fractionated CdS Colloidal Dispersions

To keep the number of photons absorbed constant, the absorbance of the

fractionated Q-CdS colloid at 355 nm was adjusted to 0.15 by addition of 5 mM

HMP solution. The resulting colloid contained 0.1 to O.2 mM CdS, depending on

the size of Q-CdS particles. Methylviologen (Tokyo Kasei) or propyl-

viologensulfonate (Sigma) and EDTA (Dojin) were added to the colloid as an

electron acceptor and a hole scavenger, respectively. The pH of the colloid was

adjusted to 5 - 11 by addition of 1 M NaOH. 3 cm3 of the colloid was placed into

a 1 cm x 1 cm quartz cell. The third harmonic (355 nm) of a Q-switched Nd:YAG

laser (Spectra-Physics, GCR-I1, beam diameter 8 mm, pulse width 15 ns, beam

intensity 5 - 50 mW) was used to irradiated the deaerated colloid at a frequency of

I0 Hz with magnetic stirring of the suspension. The photoinduced formation of

MV+ or PVS- was monitored by measuring changes in the absorption spectrum of

the colloidal sample using a photodiode-array spectrophotometer. The transient

absorption produced by a single pulse was displayed on a digitizing oscilloscope

(Hewlett Packard,54510A, minimum measurement interval = 1 ns). The analyzing

light passed through the cell (perpendicular to the laser beam) and a monochromater
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(McPherson, 2035) placed in front of a photomultiplier (Hamamatsu, R955). The

analyzing source was a 500 W Xenon lamp equipped with pulse generator (Ewig,

PG-500), a UV-cut-off filter and a 550 nm cut-off filter. The above configuration

transmitted wavelengths longer than 550 nm thereby precluding band gap excitation

of the colloidal sample.

1-3 Results and Discussion

1-3-1 Observation of CdS Nanocrystals by TEM

Figure 1-2 shows the TEM picture of unfractionated Q-CdS/HMP taken by

using H9000 with the accelaration voltage of 300 keV. The figure clearly indicated

the obtained CdS particles have a spherical shape. The size of Q-CdS estimated by

Figure 1-2 TEM image of CdS nanocrystals. Accelaration voltage: 300 keV

‐8‐



the TEM picture ranges from 3 to 8 nm (an average diameter of 4.40 nm, standard

deviation 1.30 nm). The electron diffraction patterns simultaneously obtained with

TEM indicated that the crystal structure of Q-CdS was a zinc-blende structure.

l-3-2 Size-Separation of CdS Colloids

Use of electrophoresis permitted efficient and prompt extraction of Q-CdS

particles as compared with previously reported proceduresL2'13 in which a slice gel

was placed in electrolyte solution overnight. Figure 1-3 shows the absorption spectra

of fractions L - 6 together with that of the unfractionated Q-CdS/HMP. The

absorption onset of the unfractionated Q-CdS/HMP is 513 nm. Following size-

separation by electrophoresis, the absorption spectrum blue-shifted and became
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Figure 1-3 Absorption spectra of the unfractionated colloid (solid line,
absorption onset = 510 nm) and of fractions 1 - 6 (dashed lines, from right to

left). The spectra uzere nornalized at 400 nm.
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Table 1-1 Physical and optical properties of the fractionated CdS colloids
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2.49

2.51

2.53

2.55

2.56

2.61

5.01

4.57

4.01

3.61

3.37

2.94

0.96

1.06

0。73

0。63
0.67

0.53

5。6   0.178
5。2   0.172
4.8   0.172
4.6   0。 188
4.5   0.208
4.0   0.146

a Determined from (ehv)2 ys. hv plots for the adsorption spectrum.
b Representative bandgap from the absorption onset.
c Average diameter determined from TEM pictures.
d Standard deviation of the diameter determined from TEM pictures.
e Determined by appling E (r) to a reported energy gap vs. particle diameter relation 17.

/ The concentration of CdS included in the colloids was adjusted so as to give the
absorbance of 0.15 at 355 nm for all cases. [CdS] was estimated from the amount of
sulfur determined by a fluorescent X-ray spectrometry.

I The total surface area of CdS particles included in 3 cm3 of colloids was obtained by
assuming that CdS particles were spherical shape with the size distribution given in
this Table and its specific density u'as 4.82 g cm-3.

steep, the degree being more marked with an increase in the fraction number. Similar

blue-shifts were observed in the fluorescenc€ spectra of fractionated Q-CdS particles,

as summarized in Table 1-1. Specifically, each fraction showed a sharp emission

band close to the absorption onset, suggesting the absence of surface defects that

give the emission at the wavelengths longer than the absorption onset. Figure 1-4

shows typical size distributions of Q-CdS particles in each fraction determined

from TEM. The average particle size do, and the standard deviation od for each

fraction are given in Table 1-1. Q-CdS particles were fractionated by the gel

electrophoresis as expected. The average diameter of Q-CdS particles present in

fraction 1 was 5.01 nm, while that in fraction 6 was 2.94 nm. In the present study,

fractionated Q-CdS particles were prepared using several Q-CdS gel layers prepared

under the same electrolysis conditions. However, the fractionated Q-CdS particles

-10‐
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Figure 1-4 Size distributions of CdS microcrystals fractionated by the

electrophoresis. (empty bar) fraction 1.; (hashed bar) fraction 3, (filled bar)

fraction 6.

obtained did not always give the same averaged size for the same numbered

fractions. The results given in Table 1- L are those obtained for one Q-CdS gel

layer, but in experiments of photoinduced electron transfer, which will be described

below, fractionated Q-CdS particles prepared with use of three different Q-CdS

gel layers were used.

Since Q-CdS particles in each fraction also has a size-distribution, the band

gap Eg has a corresponding distribution. Therefore the band gap Er(r) for each

fraction is determined by fitting eq. 1-1 to tails of the obtained absorption spectra,

(ehv)2=Alhv-EsG)l (1-1)

where e is the absorption coefficient and hv is the photon energy.

Although the above equation is valid forbulk semiconductors, plots of (ehv)2 against

hv for Q-CdS particles also give a straight line. E (r) thus obtained is a measure of

the energy gap of the largest CdS particles in each fraction, the optical absorption

threshold of the colloids being determined by the largest particles present in a

１
■

１
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gigantic fractionl6u,b. The diam eter drol of Q-CdS particles estimated from a

theoretically derived E, vs. particle diameter relationlT is in good accord with

(do, + oo) given in Table 1"-L for each fraction.

Table 1-1 also summarizes the concentration and the total surface area of the

fractionated Q-CdS particles present in a 3 cm3 of a qtartz cell. As stated, the

absorption at 355 nm was adjusted to 0.15. It was shown by fluorescence X-ray

spectroscopy that if this absorbance adjustment was made, the concentration of

CdS was almost the same in each fraction. The total surface area of the Q-CdS

particles present in the quartz cell was determined from the CdS concentration, the

density of zinc-blende CdS crystal and the size distribution of particles.

1-3-3 Effects of Surface Layer of Q-CdS on Charge Transfer

Photoinduced formation of MV+ was evident from the characteristic absorption

band of MV+ superimposed on the Q-CdS spectrum. The absorption band assigned

to the MV+ dime1,10 (MV*)z was not observed under our experimental conditions.

It was also confirmed that MV2+ and EDTA effectively scavenged electrons and

holes, respectively, without any photodegradation of Q-CdS. Specifically the

absorption tail of Q-CdS remained unchanged during illumination. The time course

of the absorbance change at 606 nm caused by the illumination is shown in Figure

1-5. From its initial slope and the molar absorption coefficient at 606 nm

(e = 137fi) M-1 cm-1 18;, the initial rate of formation of MV+ was determined under

various concentration of MV2+ and EDTA. The initial rate of MV+ production

using unfractionated Q-CdS colloids at fixed EDTA concentration increased with

increasing MV2* concentration and leveled off at about 1 mM of MV2+. The

experimental conditions were the same as those given in the caption of Figure 1-5

except for [MV2+]. This result suggests that the amount of adsorbed MV2+ saturates

under such conditions as already reported for the MV2+ - CdS colloid systemT. It

was also found that for fixed MV2+ concentration of L mM. the concentration of

つ
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Figure 1-5 Time course of absorbance change at 606 nm for the fraction 1 ( O ),
4 ( n ), 6( n ), containing MV2+, EDTA and excess CdZ*, caused by repetitive
illumination with laser pulses (355 nm, repetition frequency of pulse = 10 Hz, light

intensity = 25 mW), [IvtVz*] = 1 mM, [EDTA] = 1 mM, pH = 11.0, excess [CAz*,

= 5 mM. Absorbance at 355 nm was adjusted to 0.15.

EDTA did not affect the initial rate of MV+ production as long as it was equal to or

greater than 1 mM. Based on this finding the concentration of EDTA of L mM was

chosen for studies on the photoinduced reduction of MV2+ which are described

below.

As shown in Figure 1-6, the rate of reduction of methylviologen was enhanced

by increasing solution pH in the absence of Cd2+ ions. A greater enhancement was

observed in the presence of Cd2+. Inspection of the dependence of the production

rate of MV+ on the concentration of the added Cd2*, [Cd2*]"a, revealed that the

rate leveled off at [Cd2+]ao of about 5 mM at pH 11. The absorption spectrum of

each Q-CdS fraction remained unchanged following the addition of Cd2+ ions,

thus it appears that added Cdz+ ions do not cause any appreciable increase in the

particle size. It has been reported that Q-CdS colloids prepared under excess of

either 52- or Cdz+ ions exhibit a higher electron transfer rate to MV2+ than

０
０
匡
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∽
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pH

Figure 1-6 pH-dependence of photoinduced production rate of MV+ for the

unfractionated Q-CdS colloids with ( E ) and without ( Q ) addition of 5 mM Cd2+.

[cds] = 0.06 mM, [MV2*] = L mM, [EDTA] = 1mM. Light source :500-w Xe

lamp ( <330 nm and infrared light were cut-off by glass filters).

stoichiometric colloids. It has been suggested that this is due to formation of a

14y2+-52-complex3 upon addition of S2- ions, or formation of electron trap sites

at Q-CdS particle surfaces upon addition of Cd2+ ions4. It has also been suggested

that high activities of ZnS nanocrystallites for photoreduction of CO2 is a

consequence of a nonstoichiometric surface composition 5,6. However, the pH

effect observed here seems not to be related to surface nonstoichiometry of Q-CdS

particles, because it is unlikely that changes in solution pH would cause any

significant changes in the surface composition of Q-CdS particles.

Gutilrrez and Henglein observed enhancement of MV2+ reduction following

addition of Cd2+ ions to CdS colloids. This effect was attributed to catalytic action

of metallic cadmium deposited on semiconductor particle surfacesl9. If this was

seen in the case here, the fluorescence of the Q-CdS colloids ought to be quenched

by the addition of Cd2+ ions. However, the results obtained in the present study
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Table 1-2 Fluorescence intensity and maximum wavelength l.n'u* of the

unfractionated CdS at room temperature with and without addition of Cd2+ at pH

6.5 and pH 11.0.

pH 6.5 pH 11.0

fluores-

[Cd2*]uoo absorption cence
(mM) onset (nm) intensityb

fluores-
absorption cencs
onset (nm) intensityb 塩

＜ｎｍ＞
塩
＜ｎｍ＞

０

５

９

２

９
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５

a The concentration of Cd(ClOa)2 added to the unfractionated CdS colloid ([CdS]

= 0.6 mM). b The relative intensity to that of the colloid before the addition of
Cd2+ at pH 6.5. Excitation wavelength = 360 nm.

(Table 1-2) suggest added Cdz+ ions activate emission at wavelengths close to the

absorption onset, especially at high pH. Further the emission peak is slightly blue-

shifted by the addition of Cd2+ ions. Therefore, It is concluded that deposited

cadmium metal, if any, does not play an important role in enhancement of the rate

of MV2+ reduction. With increasing pH, Cd2+ ions are more easily converted to

Cd(Ory220. The surface Cdz+ site on Q-CdS must also be covered with Cd(OH)2

under existing of excess Cd2+ ions. If it is assumed that the Cd(OH)2 formed on

CdS surfaces blocks radiationless recombination sites at the surface, as discussed

by Spanh el et a1.75, the observed enhancement of both the reduction rate of MV2+

and the fluorescence intensity can be explained.

Although different lifetimes of photoexcited carriers have been reported for

different sizes of Q-CdS particles2t-Z3, the surface conditions of these particles

were not always identical. This is because the size was controlled not by pH and

excess Cdz+ ions, but by changing the preparation conditions. In order to obtain

information concerning the size-dependence of photoexcited carrier lifetime in

fractionated Q-CdS particles, I monitored fluorescence decay in the presence of 5

mM Cd2+ at pH 11. The emission decayed in a multiexponential mannerl1,21,

which results from dispersion of the rate of electron release into the conduction

band from traps present with energy distribution below the conduction t un674,22.
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Analysis of the decay data was by a nonlinear least-squares fit to a three-component

decay using eq.l-2.

F(f = a1 exp (+ll"r) + azexp (-tlrr) + a3 exp (-tlrr}

Since this procedure gave random weighted residuals, f , alittle greater than unity,

analysis using the larger number of component decay might yield a better fit.

However, the fluorescence spectrophotometer used in the present study did not

allow such multi component analysis. Nevertheless, the results obtained in the

three component decay analysis give rough idea on the distribution profiles of traps.

The traps are roughly classified into three different energy levels. The shorter the

lifetime the shallower the traps. A relative quantum yield Qi Q = 1-3) for each

component, which is a measure of its contribution to the emission ai(i = 1-3), was

also obtained by eq. 1-3.

t=′ |

偽=αJ■ /Σ αJ■ 0=3)
′=1

The fitting parameters obtained for each fraction are summarized in Table 1-3. The

existence of very shallow electron traps having a depth of few meV below the

conduction band of Q-CdS particle accounts for the multi-exponential fluorescence

decay74,22. Average fluorescence decay,, <T>, for such a dispersive rate model can

be estimated using eq.l-477,24 inwhich the t, values given in Table l,-3 were used.

くτ>= αJ.2 (″ =3)■α
れ
ヽ
４
Ｈ

ノ

ノ

れ
ヽ
４
′〓．

(1-2)

(1-3)

(1¨
4)

<z> for each fraction was found to be independent of particle size and ranged between

40 and 47 ns. Since none of the above parameters show a definite size-dependence, it is

suggested that the surface conditions of the fractionated Q-CdS particles are almost the

same, this situation being favorable for investigation on the relationship between particle-

size and the rate of photoinduced reduction of MV2+ as well as of PVSO. Hereinafter, I

used each fraction of Q-CdS particles at pH 11 with addition of 5 mM Cd2+.
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Table 1-3 Multiexponential-fit parameters of Eq. (1-2) and (1-3) for emission decay of
fractionated Q-CdS.

偽
ψ

撤
ｔｉｏｎ
ｎｏ．

Eg(1)

(CV)α

component l

α1   71   91

(nS)  (%)

componcnt 2

α2   72   92
(nS)   (9ら )

componcnt 3

α3  73

(nS)

χ
2b

2.49

2.51

2.53

2.55

2.56

2.61

0.081  3.4

0.080  4.2

0.126  3.5

0.095  4。 1

0.091  4.2

0.127  4。3

17

23

16

19

19

15

0.036

0.033

0.058

0.041

0.040

0.076

19。4

19.5

19。2

21.5

21.8

24.9

０

３

２

７

６

２

４

３

４

３

３

３

３

４

２

３

４

３

４

４

４

４

４

５

0.0068  96.6

0.0054  87.9

0.0122  92.3

0.0076   100
0.0078  91.6

0.0107   107

1.08

1.23

1.06

1.34

1.09

1.27

4 Representative bandgap for each fraction of Q-CdS particles determined from the absorption

onset. b Random weighted residuals for nonlinear least-squares procedures.

Interaction between semiconductor nanocrystals and electron a@eptors plays

an important role in photo-induced electron transfer in solutionT. Information

concerning the degree of interaction can be obtained from fluorescence quenching

experiments in which the electron acceptor acts as a quen cherz' . The relative

fluorescence intensity,I{, of unfractionated Q-CdS particles increases remarkably

with an increase in [MV2+] as shown in Figure l-7(a). Perrin plots of ln (Is^) vs

[MV2*], given in the inset of the same figure, indicate that quenching of Q-CdS

particles by MV2+ is static. This finding is consistent with Langmuir-type adsorption

of MV2+ on Q-CdS particles. On the other hand, fluorescence quenching at Q-

CdS particles by PVSO gives a linear Stern-Volmer relation with low concentration

dependence of PVSO. Further, similar results were obtained for Q-CdS particles of

different sizes as shown in Figure 1-7(b). The Stern-Volmer constant (K'n) obtained

was 350 M-1. The quenching constant, ko, obtained by dividing Ilu by the average

fluorescence lifetim e) <D) yields as a size independent value of ca. -1010 M-1 s-1.

These results show that quenching of Q-CdS particles by PVS0 is dynamic. The

quenching rate appears to be governed by diffusion of PVS0.

MV2+ and PVS0 influenced fluorescence decay. Relative average fluorescence

lifetime <#>l<r> was almost the same as that of I0/I if the concentration of quencher

was the same. This suggests that Stern-Volmer constant obtained by the steady
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Figure l‐ 7  Stcrn― Vollner plot of Q― CdS■uorcscencc qucnching at pH ll.0.

(a)unfractionatcd Q― CdS(abSOrbancc of excitation wavelcngth,Acx=0。 1)。

QucnChcr:MV2+.InSci shows in(10/Dパ [MV2+]p10t・ Φ)iaCtiOnatcd Q¨ CdS

じ x=0。 15).QucnChCr:PVSOo Excitation wavclcngth is 360 nm in both cascs。

state fluorescence intensity represents an average value of those derived from various

components. However, if a relation between relative fluorescence lifetime of each

component, q0/tr(i=1-3), and the concentration of quencher is obtained, it is found

to be different between the two kinds of quenchers, due probably to difference in

the quenching process.

l-3-4 Comparison of Photoinduced Charge Transfers between MV2+ and PVSO

Transient absorbance changes, due to formation of reduced viologen, were

measured using unfractionated Q-CdS colloids (2 mM) having a CdS particle whose

concentration was about 12 times greater than that of the fractionated sample. Results

obtained are shown in Figure 1-8. Transient absorbance changes for fractionated

Q-CdS colloids could not be obtained. This was because, due to low concentrations

of Q-CdS, absorbance changes were below my detection threshold. As shown in
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Figure l‐8 Transientめ sorption at 606 ml(MV+)and 602 nm(PVS~)f0110Wing

355 nm(400 mW)CXCitation of unfractionatcd Q― CdS colloid(2 mD atpH ll・ 0

containing l mM of viologcns and EDTA.

the Figure 1-8, a pronounced difference in the growth of the transient absorbance

is seen for the two viologens. The formation of MV+ occurred within the pulse as

previously reported for Q-CdS-MV2+ systems4,1o. The absorbance due to the

produced MV+ did not decay during the interruption of irradiation (0.1 sec). In

contrast, absorbance of PVS- increased slowly after pulse irradiation. It is suggested

from these results that photoreduced MV2+ is adsorbed MVz+, while photo-reduction

of PVSO is diffusion limited. These findings are in good agreement with the results

of the fluorescence quenching experiments as stated in 1-3-3.

Upon evaluation of the dependence of the rate of photoinduced electron transfer

on Q-CdS particle sizes, surface area must be taken into account. The rate of

formation of MV+ or PVS- per unit surface area of the CdS particles, r6i1 , w&s

determined by dividing its initial rate, which was obtained from the time course of

their productions as shown in Figure 1-5, by the total surface area of the particles

given in Table 1-1. The dependence of rinit on the average particle size for the two

kinds of viologens obtained in this way is shown in Figure 1-9. For the case of
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０
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Ｃ
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Ｏ
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345
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Figure 1-9 Size-dependence of photoinduced production rate of MV+ per unit
surface area of fractionated CdS at pH 11.0. [MV2*] = [PVS0] = 1 mM, [EDTA] = 1

mM, excess [Cd2+] = 5 mM. The absorbance of each fraction was adjusted to be 0.15

at 355 nm. Light intensity; (A) :5 mW G) : 25 mW, (O) : 50mW, (O) :25 mW (PVS9.

photo-induced reduction of MV2+, the smaller the particle size, the faster the rate

of formation of MV*, while almost constant r1n11 woS obtained for all fractions for

photoreduction of PVSO. Furthermore, the r;n;, of PVSO was smaller than that of

MV2+, see Figure 1-9. Such results are consistent with diffusion limited

photoreduction of PVS0.

1-3-5 Analysis of Size-Dependence of the Rate of Charge Transfers to MV2+

It is likely that several reactions occur competitively in photoreduction of MV2+

on illuminated Q-CdS particle surfaces. As already stated, only adsorbed MV2+ is

involved in the photo-induced reaction.
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excitation:

recombination:

MV2+ reduction:

back reaction:

EDTA oxidation:

CdS+hν  重
=e‐

+h十

c~+h+二 CdS

Mv2+αグ十e~色筆Mv+αグ

MV+αグ十h・
色笙Mv2+

EDTA+h十 二EDTA+

(1…
5)

(1-6)

(1-7)

(1-8)

(1-9)

As mentioned above, r,nt, of MV+ production increased with decreasing the

particle size. Reflecting this, the quantum yield increased with decreasing the particle

size, as shown in Table L-4. The quantum yield was influenced also by the intensity

of irradiation, the lower the intensity the greater the quantum efficiency. These

results are consistent with those reported by Nosak a et al2" who used thiol-modified

Q-CdS particles of various sizes. These workers did not correct for surface area

difference between the particles. As shown in Table l-4,the quantum yields obtained

are very low. Since the rate of photogeneration of charge carriers is high, about

Table 1-4 Absorption rate of photons per unit volume of Q-CdSa at 25 mW inadiation of 355

nm laser, the quantum efficiency for MV+ production and number of electron-hole pairs produced

in one Q-CdS particles by one pulse excitationb at 50 mW,25 mW and 5 mW.

rate of absorptiona
fraction at 25 mW
no. (mmol cm-3 s-1)

Ⅸ%)b and(く x>oC)

at 50 1■ W at 25 mW at5 mW

8.08

8.37

8。37

7.65

6.95

9.84

0。 13 (74)

0。20(54)
0.26(42)
0.34 (34)

0.36(28)
0.61(28)

0。 18(32)
0.26 (25)

0.44 (17)

0。 92 (11)

1.04 (8)

1.72 (8)

0.65 (7.8)

0。 75 (5.3)

1.30 (3.5)

1.87 (3.5)

2.23 (2.6)

2.90 (2.4)

a The rate of photon absorption per unit volume of Q-CdS was calculated by dividing the number

of photons absorbed by each fraction of Q-CdS (absorbance = 0.1-5 at 355 nm) by the volume of
Q-CdS particles included in the illuminated region (beam diameter = 8 mm, path length = 1 cm).

tCdS] given in Table 1-1 u'as used to determine the volume of CdS. b Quantum efficiency for
MV+ production. c The number of electron-hole pairs produced in one Q-CdS particle, u'hich

'*'as calculated by dividing the rate of photons absorption by the number of Q-CdS partilces

contained in unit volume of Q-CdS colloid.
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Figure 1-10 Plots of r1ni1 vs. square root of light intensity at different
particle sizes prepared by using the data in Figure 1-9.

0.018 mole photons per second for illumination at 50 mW, recombination of

photogenerated charge carriers (eq. 1-6) must be dominant. In that case, the

reduction rate does not increase in proportional to the light intensity but to the

square root of the light intensity26, as shown in Figure 1-10 which is prepared using

the data given in Figure 1-9. The quantum yields Q for MV2+ reduction is given by

eq. 1-10, where g is the rate of photon absorption, [mol cm-3 sec-1], which is

proportional to light intensity and independent of particle size, S(D) is total surface

area and V is total volume of Q-CdS particles.

rinit x S(D)
φ=

In my experimental conditions, r1n1, is proportional to grl2 as Figure L-10 shows,

then Q is inversely proportional b g1lz. This would explain the tendency that the

lower the intensity the greater the quantum efficiency. While the maximum

absorbance at 606 nm following 355 nm pulsed irradiation appeared within 15 ns-

pulse and remained constant during the pulse interval (0.1 sec) as mentioned above,

the back electron transfer, eq. 1-8, seems negligible. Then r1n1, is given by eq. 1-11.

(1-10)
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where IMY oaz*l is the surface concentration of adsorbed MV2+ per unit surface

area of Q-CdS particles [mol cm-2] and [e-] is the concentration of photogenerated

electrons [mol cm-3].

The concentration of Q-CdS in each fraction was adjusted so as to give the

same absorbance at 355 nm. Therefore the number of photons absorbed per unit

volume of the CdS particle colloid, g, was almost the same provided the intensity

of irradiation was the same (see Table 1-4). Then the concentration of photoexcited

electrons in Q-CdS can be regarded to be constant. However, the number of electron-

hole pairs produced in one semiconductor particle by one pulse excitation, (x)g, iS

different among each fraction, as shown in Table 1-4. This is because the number

of Q-CdS particles becomes great with decreasing the particle size. Rothenberger

et al have revealed that the recombination dynamics and carrier lifetime are affected

by the .*1027. They derived a relationships between the carrier lifetime, ay2, and

<x)6: as given by eq. l-12,

a V(D) <x>g<30 for 0<a<L
<x>g>30 for a=1

T1./2=
<x>o t,

(r-r2)

where V(D) is the volume of one CdS particle,k, is the second order rate constant

for carrier recombination [cm3sec-1], and a dependS or <X>g and is obtained from

Figure 4(a) of Ref.27.

The fluorescence lifetime measurements were carried out under low excitation

intensity which may correspond to <x>g << 1, while in the measurements of photo-

induced electron transfer were made using a fairly high irradiation which gaveZ <

<x>0 < 80 (see Table 1-4). However, Rothenberger et al revealed also that k, is

almost constant if the <X>g values are in a range from 0.85 to 30027. Since the

fluorescence lifetime of each fraction was independent of the particle size as

mentioned above, k, at higher excitation intensity also seems to be independent of
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the particle size. Further, Nosaka et al reported that k, of Q-CdS did not vary for

particles ranging from 4 to 2 nm2". Considering these, trr2 must be proportional to

ct V(D) / <x>0. Figure 1-11 shows that calculated r,r,2is independent of the particle

sizes, being independent of the fraction number, suggesting that the rate of carrier

recombination is almost the same for all Q-CdS particles as long as my experimental

conditions are concerned where relatively high irradiation was used. Then the

electron concentration [e-] in the Q-CdS particles may be regarded to be constant.

The term lMYz* oal in eq. 1-11, which is the concentration of adsorbed MV2+ per

unit surface area of Q-CdS particles, is also constant inespective of the particle size.

o-

Fraction number

Figure 1-11 Size-dependence of lifetime (a.u.) of Q-CdS particles.

Light intensity; (A) : 5 mW, (O) : 25 mW, (O ): 50 mW.

Considering these, it may be said that the difference in the reduction rate, as

shown in Figure 1-9, resulted from differences in the rate constant given by eq. 1-

11. The reduction rate of MVz+ is enhanced with decreasing the particle size, due

to a negative shift in the potential of the conduction band edge the degree being

dependent on quantum size effects, and accordingly with decrease in the particle

size the potential difference between the conduction band edge and the reduction
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potentials of MV2+ is increased.

Referring to literature2S-30, the flat-band potentials of bulk CdS are rather

scattered, but the most frequently reported values are about -0.9 V vs SCE, which

is negative enough to reduce MV2+ whose redox potentials is -0.69 V vs. SCE.

The magnitude of the negative shift of the conduction band edge due to the size

quantization (AE) can be evaluated using theoretically derived relationships between

the potential of the conduction band edge and particle size.l7 Since each fraction

obtained by the gel electrophoreses contained Q-CdS particles of different sizes, I

use the average AE"(r) estimated by eq. 1-13.

△ Ec(o=Σ △ Ec(1)F(1)

i

where F(r) is the frequency of the Q-CdS particles with radius ri as shown in Figure

r-4.

If the rate of electron transfer to MV2+, k", , is controlled by the potential

difference between the conduction band edge and MV2+, an increase in the rate by

the size quantization obeys the Tafel equation,

log (k ,t / k.tO ) = -(1-a )AE"G) / 0.059 (at 25"C) (r-r4)

where k"r0 is the rate constant for electron transfer at the standard redox potential,

and cr is the transfer coefficient. Figure 1-L2 shows Tafel-type plots of log rinl vs

AE"(r). A linear relationship is observed for the three different light intensities

used. This suggests that the photoinduced reduction rate increases with the increase

in potential difference caused by the size-quantization effects. The transfer

coefficient determined from the slope is 0.30 - 0.33 and is independent of light

intensity. Grutzel and Franklb measured the rate of the photoinduced reduction of

MV2+ on TiOr particles (d = ca.20 nm) as a function of the solution pH. By

changing the solution pH, the differences between the potential of the conduction

(1-13)
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Figure l-12 Plots of log 161, vs AE" at 5 mW (A), 25 mW (O) and 50
mW (O) inadiation. Solid lines u'ere least-square fits.

band edge of the Tio2particle and the redox potential of MV2+ was varied. By

applying the Tafel relation in a similar manner, they obtained a = 0.52. The smaller

value of a obtained for the Q-CdS in the present work may be ascribed either to

differences in the stabilizers or semiconductor materials used.

If it is assumed that the flat-band potential of bulk Q-CdS is -0.9 V vs SCE,

the potential difference between the conduction band edge of Q-CdS particles and

MV2+ (-0.69 V vs SCE18) or PVSO (-0.65 V vs SCE31) exceeds 200 mV. From

viewpoints of electrochemical reactions of reversible systems, application of

overpotentials as high as 200 mV or more usually results in a diffusion limited

electrochemical reaction. However, the results given in Figure 1-5 evidence that

the diffusion limited process was not operative in my experiments where pulsed

laser irradiation was employed. Explanations of the activation controlled reaction

may be done by evaluating the number of MV2+ involved in photoreduction with

one shot irradiation. In the case of using one shot pulse of 25 ffiW, the experimentally

determined quantum efficiency predicts that 3.2 x 1013 molecule cm-3of MV2+ is
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amount is negligibly small compared to the total amount of MV2+ originally present

in the cell which is 6 x 1017 molecule cm-3. However if the photoproduced MV+

on Q-CdS surface does not desorb, accumulation of adsorbed MV+ must cause its

reoxidation by the valence band holes (eq. 1-8), giving a saturation tendency in the

production of MV+. Since the production of MV+ occurred linearly with illumination

time for more than two hundreds irradiation with use of the laser pulse, the

accumulation of MV+ on Q-CdS is unlikely. Accordingly, it is thought that MV+

produced by one shot irradiation desorbs during the interruption of irradiation (0.1

sec) to be replaced with new MV2+.

In the present study, HMP was used as a stabilizer which is favorable for giving

negative charges on the Q-CdS particles. The adsorption of MV2+ on the particles

is assisted by such negative charges. In contrast, as already described above,

photoreduction of PVSO proceeded under diffusion control. Since PVS0 is

electrically neutral, adsorption on Q-CdS particle surfaces is less likely.
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Chapter 2 Size Dependent Fluorescence Quenching of CdS

Nanocrystals Caused by TiO2 Colloids as a Potential-

Variable Quencher

2-I Introduction

The electron transfer on semiconductor nanocrystals has been one of major

subjects in semiconductor electrochemistry.l-l4 It has been revealed that various

factors influence the rate of electron transfers. For example, charged conditions of

semiconductor surfaces 3,6,9a,9d,10a,13, tho excitation intensityl0b-d, and particle

tir"5,7,70b,12 greatly affect the photoreduction rate of electron acceptors such as

methyl viologen in solution.

From the view point of electrochemistry, the electron transfer rate must be

affected by the potential difference between the semiconductor and the acceptors,

as demonstrated for TiO2-methylviologen (MVz+72 and CdS-MV2+ systems as

described in chapter 1 where the rate of photo-reduction of MV2+ is enhanced by

increasing the potential difference. In the case of TiO2-MV2+ system, the potential

difference was varied by changing the solution pH, while in the case of the latter,

the potential difference was varied by changing the particle size of CdS in a size

quantization regime. Similar experiments on the effect of the potential difference

in the electron transfer rate can in principle be made by using a variety of electron

acceptors having different redox potentials for one kind of semiconductor particles.

However, the use of the different acceptors does not necessarily give clear

information on the effect of the potential difference on the electron transfer rate

because it is of no doubt that the reducibility of the electron acceptors is different

among various electron acceptors.

It has been shown that the charge separation in a photoexcited semiconductor

particles becomes efficient with addition of a suitable semiconductor particles of

the other kind. The demonstration for this has been made for CdS-T16"15a,d,f.
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cdS-Zno1sa, CdS-AgzS15b, CdS-AgI1sd, Cd3p 2-Znolsc and CdS-HgSlse. For

example, the photoreduction of MV2+ in CdS colloids enhanced to ca. tOO % of the

quantum efficiency by addition of TiO2 colloids at a high concentralion.l5a

Similarly, fluorescence intensity of CdS colloids in acetonitrile is quenched by

addition of TiO2 and AgI colloids as a result of electron transfer from the former

semiconductor to the latter. Comparative analysis of the fluorescence quenching

behaviors based on the adsorption-desorption equilibrium for CdS-TiO2 and CdS-

AgI systems suggested that the rate of electron transfer is markedly influenced by

the difference between the conduction band potentials of the two kinds of

semiconductors.l5d However, no report has been published on the size dependence

of electron transfer behaviors in semiconductor coupling systems.

In this chapter, I report that the use of T|OZ as a quencher for fluorescence at

CdS nanocrystals (a-C0S; of various sizes as a function of solution pH allows the

determination of the size dependent conduction band potential of Q-CdS.

2-2

2-2-l

Experimental Section

Preparation of Size-separated CdS Colloids

Size separated CdS colloids which denoted Q-CdS were prepared as the same

method shown in the previous chapter. The Q-CdS colloid solutions were optically

transparent if their pHs were below pH 13.0, but the precipitation occuned at higher

than pH 13.0 due probably to formation of Cd(OH)2. The size distribution of Q-

CdS particles was determined by observations by a transmission electron microscopy

(TEM) (Hitachi, H-800).

2-2-Z Preparation of TiO2 Colloids

The TiOr colloid was prepared following the method reported by Gratzel et al2a
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5 mL of isopropanol solution containing titanium tetraisopropoxide (1 g/L) was

dropped slowly into 45 mL of acidic aqueous solution (pH 1.3, adjusted with HCIO4)

under vigorous stirring and nitrogen bubbling. The absorption spectra of the resulting

colloid was not remarkably changed at pHs higher than pH 8.5. The average diameter

and the standard deviation of the Tio2colloids estimated from the TEM pictures

were 3.0 nm and 0.8 nm, respectively.

2-2-3 Absorption andFluorescenceMeasurements

Absorption spectra were measured using a Hewlett-Packard 8452A UVA/is

photodiode array spectrophotometer. Static fluorescence spectra were measured

with a Hitachi F3010 fluorescence spectrometer. The absorbance of size separated

Q-CdS colloids was adjusted to 0.04 at 360 nm using the aqueous solution containing

5 mM HMP and 5 mM Cd(ClO+)2. The resulting solution containedca.40 pM of

CdS molecules, as evaluated using the absorption coefficient of 951 M-1 cm-1 at

360 nm which was determined for the Q-CdS colloids before size separation. The

solution pH was adjusted using NaOH or HClOa.

2-3 Results and Discussion

2‐3‐ 1  0ptical Properties of Size‐Separated Q‐ CdS

The absorption and fluorescence spectra of size separated Q-CdS colloids are

shown in Figure 2-la and Figure z-lb, respectively. The average particle size, its

standard deviation, the absorption threshold, and the wavelength at the fluorescence

maximum of Q-CdS used in the present study are given in Table 2-1. As already

known well, both absorption onset and fluorescence peak are blue-shifted with

decreasing the particle diameter due to quantum size effec15.1,17
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Figure 2-1 Absorption (a) and normalized fluorescence spectra (b) of Q-

CdS of different sizes; (-...-) 3.2nm, (- . -) 4.2nm, (-----) 5.0 nm, (-)
6.2nm. (""') TiO2 colloids. The concentration of Q-CdS was adjusted so as

to give the absorbance of 0.04 at 360 nm in aqueous solution containing 5

mM HMP and 5 mM Cd(ClO4)2 having pH 11. Excitation: I.*=360 nm.

The fluorescen@ intensity (I) of Q-CdS increases with increasing the solution

pH up to pH = 10 beyond which a saturation tendency appears, as shown in Figure

2-2. The fluorescence intensity is proportional to the fluorescence quantum yield

(0".-), because the absorbance at the excitation wavelength was fixed to a constant

value and the peak area of the fluorescen@ spectrum was nearly proportional to the

peak intensity. Since the fluorescence quantum yield is correlated to the rate
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Table 2-1 Physical and optical properties of Q-CdS.

dn,o oab

lnm /nm
absorption
onset /nm

fluorescence
maxlmum /nm

6.2
5.0
4.2
3.2

t.4
L.3

0.8
0.6
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Average diameter of Q-CdS determined from TEM pictures.
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Figure 2-2 pH dependence of the fluorescence intensity of Q-CdS of
various sizes, measured in aqueous solution containing 5 mM HMP and

5 mM Cd(ClO4)2.

constants of radiative (kr) and non-radiative emission (knr) and the fluorescence

lifetime r,, eq.}-l holds.18

I'= 0?o' = k, I (k, + knr) = k, r
(2-1)

Spanhel et al. previously explained the pH dependent change of Q"and t in terms

C o.e nm

E s.o nm

O +.e nm

A 3.2 nm
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of changes of the amount of Cd(OH)2 at particle surfaces which blocks radiationless

recombination sites.17u This explanation is in conformity with the fact that Cdz+

ions are more easily converted to Cd(OH)2 at pH>10. Judging from the finding

that the fluorescence lifetime of Q-CdS at pH 1L.0 obtained by a single-photon

counting method was independent of the particle sizes as stated in chapter L-3-3,

the fluorescence lifetime of Q-CdS of different sizes may be regarded to be almost

the same as long as the solution pH is not varied.

2-3-Z Quenching of Bandgap Fluorescence of Q-CdS Using TiOz Colloids

The fluorescence quenching of Q-CdS caused by addition of TiO2 colloids

occurs as a result of fast electron transfer from photoexcited Q-CdS to TiO2.15d,f

Certainly the fluorescence intensity of Q-CdS decreased with increasing the

concentration of TiO2, the degree being greater for smaller Q-CdS , as shown in

Figure 2-3a. Furthermore, the fluorescence quenching was influenced by solution

0.7
0 100 200

F1O2l lttM [FiOr] I pM

Figure 2-3 Decrease of fluorescence intensity of Q-CdS caused by addition

of TiOr colloids of various concentrations. (a) size dependence obtained at pH

= 10.3, (b) pH dependence at Q-CdS of 4.2 nm.
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pH and was the greater for the lower solution pH (Figure 2-3b). In both cases, the

enhancement of the efficiency of the quenching can be qualitatively explained in

terms of increase in the potential difference of the conduction bands between Q-

CdS and TiOz, which is denoted here as AE"6(CdS-TiO2). AEcb(CdS-TiO2)

becomes great with decreasing the particle sizes of Q-CdS, because the potential of

the conduction band of Q-CdS (Ecb(Q-CdS)) must be negatively shifted due to the

quantum size effects. If Ecb(Q-CdS) is assumed to be independent of the solution

pH, AE"6(CdS-TiO2) increases with decreasing the solution pH, because the flatband

potential of TiOr (Ecb(TiOt) positively shifts with decreasing the pH. The TiO2

particles used were 3.0 nm in the average size with the standard deviation of 0.8

nm, as described above. The bandgap of such small particles is greater than that of

bulk TiO2 due to size quantization effects. This contribution to the conduction

band potential of TiO2 is given by X. The E"6(TiO2) of the particles used in the

present study is then given by

Ecb(Tiot = (-0.37 - 0.059 pH) - X ry vs. SCE) (2-2)

where (-0.37 - 0.059 pH) is the conduction band potential of TiO2 colloids without

size quantization.2b Though it is not easy to estimate X, it was reported that a shift

of the conduction band of TiO2 of 2.0 nm was about 0.3 V19. Since the particle size

of TiO2 used in the present study was about 1 nm bigger, 1 must be much smaller

than 0.3 V.

2-3-3 Analysis of Quenching Process Based on Adsorption-Desorption

Equilibrium Between CdS and TiO2 Colloids

The quenching of Q-CdS with the addition of TiO2 must occur only when Q-

CdS adsorbs on TiOr particles.l5a'd 11the quenching process is dynamic and the

rate of electron transfer is diffusion limited, the quenching rate constant of -1010
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M-1s-1 would be expected.l8 The collision time (rcoD is then estimated to be 0.6

prs at the highest TiO2 concentration using fluorescence quenching experiments

(160 pM) from eq.2-3.

τcoll=
ket[Tio2]

(2-3)

The estimated value is much larger than the fluorescence lifetime of Q-CdS of 45

ns at pH 11.0 for Q-CdS of various sizes as stated in chapter 1-3-3. The discrepancy

suggests that the quenching process of Q-CdS is not dynamic. Kamat et al analyzed

fluorescence quenching of Q-CdS by TiO2 or AgI colloids based on association /
dissociation equilibrium between the two.15d If the number of TiO2 particles present

in the solution is larger than that of Q-CdS, self-quenching of Q-CdS can be avoided,

and then the method employed by Kamat et al is applicable to the present system.

The following discussion leads to the conclusion that the number of Tiozparticles

was certainly greater than that of Q-CdS.

In the TiO2 colloids used, 160 prM of TiO2 was contained which was about 40

times as large as the concentration of CdS in the colloids used.(40 pM) By inserting

these values to eq.2-4, the number of particles in the colloids (Np) usedwas evaluated,

CM Mw
Np=

(2-4)pV

where M* is the molecular weight of TiO2 (or CdS), p is its density [g ".n-3], 
Cy is

the molecular concentration of TiO2 (or CdS) in the colloid used [M], No is the

number of the semiconductor particles per dm3 of colloids [particle d.-'], V is the

particle volume of individual particle [cm3]. The number of Q-CdS particles

estimated in this way is 2.0 x 1016 particle / dm3, while that of Q-TiO2 is 9.0 x 1017

particle I dm3, the former being smaller than the latter. Then eq.2-6 is valid for the
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association dissociation equilibriurn given by eq。 2-5。
15d

Kuoo

Q-CdS + TiO, t----- [Q-CdS-TiO2] (2-5)

(2-6)

φЪm―φcm(ObSd) 0!.-Q'.. Kapp(φ Lm―φ'em)[Ti02]

where Q""- and 0'r- is the fluorescence quantum yields of unassociated and

associated CdS, respectively, Q.-(obsd) is the observed fluores@nce quantum yields

of Q-CdS in the presence of TiO2, and Kuoo is the association constant. By

multiplying both sides of eq.2-6 by 0l- , eq.2-7 is obtained.

十

1

1-0" Kapp(1-φ 'r)[Ti02]
(2-7)

1-Q,

where Q, is the relative fluorescence quantum yield defined by Q..(obsd) / Q""-,

and Q'. is that defined by 0'"* / 0'"-.

Since the fluorescence quantum yield is proportional to the fluorescence

intensity as mentioned above, the left hand side of eq.2-7 may be replaced with (1-

Illl-t. As shown in figure 2-4, (l-l/I)-1 ir certainly proportional to [TiOr]-1. The

plots shown in Figure 2‐ 4a1lows thc determination ofφ 'r and Kapp from interscction

at the Y axis and the slope, respectively. The values of Kuoo and Q', obtained in this

way under various solution pH for Q-CdS of various sizes are summarized in Table

2-2. The Kuoo values obtained here can be regarded to be almost the same for each

particle size. The results seem reasonable because the fluorescent material and the

quencher were fixed.
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Table 2-2 Kapp (/103) and Q', 
a obtained under various pHs at Q-CdS of different sizes.

diameter pH= 8.5 pH=9。 4 pH=10.3 pH=11.0 pH=11.9 pH=I2.3

lnm FLpp 0'. &pp 0'. Kapp 0'. Kapp 0'. Kapp 0'. Kapp 0"

3.2

4.2

5.0

6.2

1.8 0。 11

0.29   2.5 0.38

0.45   3.6 0.57

0.58   2.6 0。 89

2.0 0。27

2.2 0.62

2.6 0.94

2.4 0。76

2.1 0.43   2.0 0.55
８

　

８

　
８

つ
“

２

１

a $', is relative fluorescence quantum yields for associated CdS colloids, defined by

Q'.n, / 0'.m

The Size Dependence of the Conduction Band Potential of Q-CdS

Figure 2-5 shows pH dependencies of (1-0'r), which are obtained from the

results shown in Table 2-2. The 1-0', values are found to be affected by solution
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Figure 2-5 (1-0'r) as a function of pH for Q-CdS of various particle

sizes. The data were taken from those given inTable2-2.

pH, suggesting that the potential difference of the conduction bands between Q-

CdS and TiO2, AE"6, plays an important role in the fluorescence quenching of Q-

CdS as in the case of the fluorescence intensity (Figure 2-3). It seems likely that

the rate of electron transfer from photoexcited Q-CdS to TiO2 colloids (k.r) changes

with changes in solution pH. Let the solution pH where (1-0'r) is equal to 0 be

termed here as pH'. At that pH, AE"u is approximated to zero, and E"6(Q-CdS) is

equal to E"6(TiO2). The pH'values of Q-CdS of different sizes are estimated by

extrapolating (1-Q'r) ,r. pH relations shown in Figure 2-5 to the abscissa. By

applying the obtained pH"to eq.2-2, Ecb(Q-CdS) of various sizes can be evaluated.

The obtained E"6(Q-CdS) values contain a constant term of X, and are -0.96 - 1 V

for 6.2nm, -1.0 - X V for 5.0 nm, -1.15 - X V for 4.2nm and -1,.29 - 1 V for 3.2 nm,

as shown by dotted curves in Figure 2-6(a). The rate of the shift of Ecb(Q-CdS)

with changes in the particle size obtained experimentally was much larger than that

expected from tight binding approximation,2l which is given by a solid curve in
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Figure 2-6(a);0.04 V for 6.2nm,0.072V for 5.0 nm,0.11 V for 4.2 nm, 0.19 V for

3.2nm. It is then thought that the discrepancy may result from surface hydroxylation

of Q-CdS, because as the plots given in Figure 2-5 show major data points of the

plots were taken in solutions of pHs greater than pH 10 which is the threshold pH at

which the surface hydroxylation of bulk CdS commences to take placn.zz" If it is
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assumed that surface hydroxylation arises as a function of the solution pH for pH>10

and its contribution to the shift in the conduction band is given by AE"6$H) [V],

the experimentally determined Ecb(Q-CdS) at pH"[V vs SCE] is given by

Ecb(Q―CdS)=Ecb(CdS)bulk+△ Ecb(pH)+△ Ecb(D)cds
(2-8)

where AEcb(D)cds [V] is the shift of the conduction band potential due to the

quantum size effect2l ofQ-CdS having the diameter D [nm], and E.6(Cds)bulk [V

vs SCE] is the conduction band potential of bulk CdS with no surface hydroxylation.

By deducting the contribution of the size quantization effect (A Ecb(D)CdS)

from Ecb(Q-CdS) at pH'given in Figure 2-6(a), the results given in Figure 2-6(b)

are obtained as a function of pHl As this figure shows, (Ecb(Q-CdS) - AEcb(D)cds)

have a linear dependen@ on pH"with the slope of about 35 mV / pH which is valid

for bulk CdS having hydroxylated surface.22c Accordingly, the same surface

hydroxylation seem to take place on Q-CdS, too. Referring to the results shown in

Figure 2-5, the pH'of Q-CdS whose size is 6.2 nm is lower than pH 10, being

lower than the threshold pH for the formation of surface hydroxylation. As shown

in Figure 2-6(a), Ecb(Q-CdS) for the 6.2 nm diameter is -0.96 - 1V vs. SCE and

AEcb(D)c6s is 0.04 V, respectively.

Then the conduction band potential of bulk CdS without surface hydroxylation

is estimated to be -0.92 - 1 V vs SCE by deducting the size quantization effects

from -0.96 - X V vs. SCE. The flat-band potential of bulk CdS having no surface

hydroxylation is reportedly -0.92 V vs. SCE.22 If the contribution of the size

quantization effect Xwere eventually null, the results obtained here are in agreements

with the reported flat-band potential of bulk CdS. As already described above, the

value of 1 is not known though it must be much smaller than 0.3 V. If X is not a

negligible value, the existence of negatively charged HMP used as the stabilizer

for Q-CdS might cause a negative shift of the conduction band potential of Q-CdS.
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2-3-5 The Effect of the Potential Difference Between the Conduction Bands

of Q-CdS and TiO2 Colloids on Electron Transfer

The fluorescence quantum yields of the unassociated and associated Q-CdS

with TiO2 are given by eq.Z-L and eq.2-9, respectively.lsd

0'"- = (2-9)

kr+k**ket

where k", is the rate constant of electron transfer.

If the radiative and nonradiative rate constant of the fluorescen@ quenching of Q-

CdS is not affected by the presence of TiO2, one can derive the following equation.

0l'
* L =tk",+ 1

kr

1
I.

0'.. 0', k, + kn,

Rcarrangements of cq。 2‐ 10 gives15d,

k=
et

ket

１

一
τ

ｌ
■上

特

(2-ro)

(2-rr)

Recently, Zhang et al reported that the photogenerated electrons in Q-CdS are

transferred to TiO2 colloids within 2 ps.15f The electron transfer rate o; -1912 r-1

or grater is then expected for the Q-CdS-TiO2 system. If the rate constant of electron

transfer for the present Q-CdS-TiO2 system is estimated by eq.2-I1, t in eq.Z-lI

must then be in the order of 10-12 sec or the smaller. Unfortunately, I failed to

measure the fluorescence decay of Q-CdS in a picosecond time domain due to

instrumentation problems. However the results given in Figure 2-2,which shows
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that the fluorescence intensity was not influenced by the particle size, may suggested

that the fluorescence lifetime of Q-CdS in a picosecond time domain G of eq.2-1,\

isindependentof theparticle size. Zhangetal reportedthatphotogeneratedelectrons

are trapped on the surface of semiconductor nanocrystals such as Q-CdS and TiO2

within L00 fs and that the rate of subsequent decay of trapped electrons is independent

of the particle size.Zo Since r in eq.2-1.1 may be regarded to be almost the same

independent of the particle size as described here, k.t at Q-CdS of different sizes is

obtained as a relative value with a variation of (1/Q'r-L), which is given here as k",'.

Figure 2-7 showS ket' obtained in this way using the data given in Table 2-2 as a

function of AE"6(CdS-TiOt. If values of k"r' is given by their logarithm, then a

Tafel relation is obtained, as included in Figure 2-7. The transfer coefficient cr

0.3

0.0

0,00  0.05  0,10 0.15  0.20  0.25

△Ecb(CdS―丁i02)/V

Figure 2-7 Plot of k.r'vs. potential difference between Q-CdS and

TiOr colloids (AE"5(CdS-TiOr). Inset shows logarithmic plots of k",'
us. AE"5(CdS-TiO2). k.,' was equal to (0'r-1-1) and AE"s(CdS-TiO2)
was evaluated from Fieure 2-6.
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obtained from the slope is 0.46, suggesting that the quenching process of Q-CdS

caused by TiO2 is indebted to electron transfer from Q-CdS to TiO2 under activation

control.
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Chapter 3 Narrowing Size Distribution of CdS Nanocrystals by

Size Selective Photocorrosion

3-1 Introduction

Semiconductor nanocrystals (Q-particles) exhibit unique properties which are

different from those of bulk crystals due to quantum size effects.l Since chemical

and physical properties of Q-particles depend on their size, it is desired to prepare

monodispersed Q-particles to investigate the properties as a function of their size.

So far, various techniques have been employed to achieve this. They are roughly

classified into three categories.

The first approach is to use a limit space of nm dimensions as a reaction zone

for Q-particle synthesis. For this purpose, solid materials having a limited space is

useful. The cavities of zeolitesz, and interlayer spaces of clays3 are useful as the

reaction zone where Q-particles are synthesized. Inverse micells have often been

used with the same objectivesa. The use of inverse micells is useful for preparation

of Q-particles but prepared Q-particles have usually a size distribution more or

less.

The second approach is concerned with preparation under rigid control. The

composition and concentration of reagents used for synthesis of Q-particles, and

temperature of the preparation bath are carefully controlled5.

The third approach is concerned with post treatments of prepared Q-particles

prepared by the second approach. Chemically synthesized Q-particles are subjected

to chromatography6, capillary electrophoresisT, gel electrophoresis as described in

chapter 1 and sedimentation precipitation to result in size dependent separation.8'g

These three techniques are useful in narrowing the size of Q-particles from

the original one, but the obtained Q-particles usually have a size distribution more

or less. Among the post treatments described above, the last technique gave nearly

monodispersed Q-CdS and Q-CdSe whose standard deviations approximately



* 5Vo of the mean diameter of the particlesS. However, the sedimentation /
precipitation method requires surface modification of Q-particles with organic

modifiers such as thiol compounds, which may limit utility of this techniques.

In this chapter, a novel and easy preparation of as-prepared Q-CdS colloidal

particles is described in which the size selective photocorrosion is used. It is well

established that chalcogenide semiconductor particles are photodegradeded in

aqueous solution if light irradiation with energy high enough to cause bandgap

excitation is made10. Since the bandgap of Q-CdS is different depending on their

size, and the smaller the particle size, the greater the bandgap, photoexcitation of

the larger Q-CdS is easily done by irradiation with light of the longer wavelengths

where the smaller Q-CdS is not photoexcited and then not photocorroded. In the

present chapter, this idea has been successfully utilized for preparation of Q-CdS

of varv narrow size distribution.

3-2 Experimental Section

CdS nanocrystals, which are denoted in this chapter as Q-CdS, were prepared

as described in chapter 1. The average diameter and standard deviation of the Q-

CdS was 42 Aand 19 A, rcspe"tively as determined by observations of transmission

electron micrographs (TEM) obtained by a Hitachi H-9000 transmission electron

microscope operated at 300 keV. The prepared Q-CdS had a zinc-blende structure.

A 500 W Xe lamp was used as a light source and monochromatic light of

desired wavelength was obtained using interference filters. The peak width at half

height of the monochromatic light was about L0 nm. The monochromatic light was

irradiated onto 2.0 x 10-3 dm-3 of air-saturated Q-CdS cottoid in a quartz cnll (L cm

x 1cm x 4 cm). Absorption spectra of the colloid was measured intermittently

during the course of irradiation using a photodiode-array spectrophotometer

(Hewlett-Packard, HP8452), and the irradiation with the monochromatic light was

continued until no change in absorption spectra was observed. It usually took
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several hours to achieve this.

The concentration of sulfate ions produced by the photocorrosion of Q-CdS

was determined using a high performance liquid chromatography (Tosoh, CCPE)

equipped with anion exchange column (Tosoh, TSKgel IC-Anion-PW) and detector

(Tosoh, CM-8010). Borate buffer (1.3 mM, pH = 9.1) was used as an eluent at a

flow rate of 1.0 ml/min.

When the particle size of the photocorroded Q-CdS was not determined directly

by TEM pictures, it was estimated by applying the wavelength of the first exciton

peak or shoulder of the absorption spectra of Q-CdS to the two theoretically derived

relationship between particle size and the bandgap energy . One is the tight-binding

approximation derived by Lippens et al77 which is valid for Q-CdS as described in

Chapter 1. However they calculated only the bandgap which corresponds to the

lowest transition energy of the electron and hole in semiconductor nanocrystals,

1.Sh-1Ss. Since higher transition energies such as 2S6-2Se or 3S1-3S. cannot be

obtained by this method, another method is adopted to calculate the photoexcitation

to higher states using the finite depth potential well model derived by Nosak a.72 In

the calculation the effective mass of an electron and a hole of Q-CdS of 0.18 and

0.53, respectively, dielectric constant of 5.6, the depth of potential well of 3.6 (eV),

and the bandgap of 2.4 (eV) were used. The lowest transition energy (bandgap) at

Q-CdS of a desired diameter obtained by the tinite depth potential well model was

in good accordance with that obtained by the tight-binding methods.ll Since these

two methods cannot be simply solved analytically, no analytical formula was

obtained. The various optical transition energy of the Q-CdS particles can be

obtained by numerical calculations using a personal computer or the data in reported

the references.11,12
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3‐3 Results and Discussion

3-3-1 Photocorrosion of Q-CdS by White Light

The photocorrosion of CdS has been well-established, and confirmed with the

previous study, too. Irradiation with a 500 W Xe lamp to 1.8 x 10-a mol dm-3 Q-

CdS colloid (pH 6.0) in the presence of dissolved air caused complete disappearance

of absorption spectra of Q-CdS after irradiation for a few hour, and the theoretically

predicted amount of SOa2- ions (1.8 x 10-a mol dm-3) was produced. The solution

pH was unchanged with photocorrosion of Q-CdS, and then the reaction scheme

given by eq. 3-I-3-3 seems valid, as already reported previously.l3

α″οグjc rθαc″0″

CdS+4h十 +2H20+02~Cd2++s042-+4H十
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CdS+202~Cd2++s042‐

3‐3口2  Photocorrosion ofQ‐ CdS by MOnochromatic Light

(3-1)

(3-2)

(3-3)

When photoirradiation was initiated using monochromatic light of 500 nm for

original Q-CdS colloid, its absorption spectrum was gradually changed and after a

few hours of irradiation, a stable absorption spectrum (b) of Figure 3-1 was

obtained. Subsequent irradiation at 480 nm gave a steady spectrum (c), and finally

a spectrum (e) was obtained by irradiation at 430 nm. The results obtained here

suggest that Q-CdS particles are photocorroded to the extent that gives the

absorption onset equal to the wavelength of the irradiated photons. However the

absorbance shown in Figure 3-L, the number of Q-CdS nanocrystals seems to have
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Figure 3-1 Absorption spectra of Q-CdS before and after
irradiation with monochromatic light. (a) before inadiation, (b)
500 nm, (c) a80 nm, (d) 460 nm, (e) 430 nm.

decreased with decreasing the wavelength for irradiation. Presumably, HMP

working as a stabilizing agent desorbs from Q-CdS surfaces in the photocorrosion,

resulting in aggregation of Q-CdS particles which were then photocorroded

further. The change of the total particle number caused by size selective

photocorrosion will discussed later based on the results of qualitative analysis of

the SOa2- ions contained in the solution after a series of irradiations by ion-

chromatography.

Figure 3-2 shows normalized absorption spectra for the data in Figure 3-1,

obtained by dividing the absorbance at each wavelength by that at the first exciton

peak or shoulder. Structured absorption spectra are emerged with the decreasing

the wavelength of monochromatic light used. This is especially prominent for the

case of 430 nm, for which three exciton peaks are seen. The development of clear

exciton peaks is indicative of monodispersive distribution of Q-CdS prepared.8'g

a.original
b.500 nm
c.480 nm
d.460 nm
e.430 nm

a

b
C

d
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Figure 3-2 Normalized absorption spectra of Figure 3-L,

obtained by dividing the absorbance of each wavelength by that of
the first exciton peak or shoulder.

Figure 3-3 shows the size distributions of Q-CdS obtained from the results of

transmission electron micrography (TEM) at three different stages of the

irradiation. The electron diffraction patterns simultaneously obtained with TEM

revealed that Q-CdS had a zinc-blende structure. It is seen that the larger particles

of Q-CdS colloids were removed by the irradiation with the monochromatic light,

and the standard deviation of the size distribution decreased with decreasing the

wavelength of monochromatic light used. As shown in Table 3-1,, the average

diameters obtained by TEM observation (Drsrra) are in good accordance with the

theoretically estimated diameters (D"u1.) which were obtained by applying the

exciton peak or shoulder of Q-CdS spectra to the reported energy gap vs. particle

diameter relation.ll The particle diameters evaluated from the absorption onset

instead of the exciton peak or the shoulder are given in Table 3-1 as Donset and also

in Figure 3-3 with filled bars. Since the absorption onset of Q-CdS is determined

by the largest particles present in the colloid with an amount not to be negligible,
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Figure 3-3 Size distribution of Q-CdS particles obtained by TEM pictures.

The average diameter and its standard deviation are denoted by Dou and o,

respectively. (u) before irradiation, (b) and (c) after irradiation with
monochromatic light of 480 nm and 460 nm, respectively. The diameter

theoretically derived from the absorption onset is given by filled bars.

the evaluated Don.", seems to be reasonable.

The standard deviation and the average diameter for the 430 nm irradiation

were not determined because the amount of Q-CdS particles obtained in that case

was too small to be applied to TEM observations. However, considering the fact

that the difference between Donset and Dsds was nearly equal to the standard

deviation (o) for the cases of irradiation at 480 and 460 nm, CdS particles prepared

with irradiation at 430 nm may have a distribution of their size roughly equal to the

difference between Donset and D.4", which is 0.2 nm (- 2.8 - 2.6). Since the value

of 0.2 nm is smaller than the lattice distance of CdS (O.25 nm), it is then concluded

that a highly monodispbrsed distribution must have been achieved by irradiation at

430 nm as suggested by the appearance of clear exciton peaks, as already

described.

0.0

(b)    
「

¬               480 nm
Dav=3.3nm

σ=1.Onm

(C)                      460 nm

Dav=2.5 nm
σ=0.55 nm
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Table 3-1 Size parameters of the photoetched Q-CdS obtained by TEM
observations and using the theoretically derived relationship by Lippensetal.rr
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a Exciton energy estimated from the first exciton peak or shoulder given in
Figure 3-I. b Particle diameter determined by applying E, to the reported

energy gap vs. particle diameter relation.ll c Average diameter determined

from TEM pictures. d Standard deviation. e Absorption onset. / Photon

energy at l.onr.,. I Particle diameter determined by applying Eonr", to reported

energy gap vs. particle diameter relation.ll ft not determined.

Precise Size Control of Monodispersed Q-CdS

As described above, the well structured absorption spectra can be obtained by

the monochromatic light irradiation. In this section, the monochromatic light

irradiation was applied to monodispersed Q-CdS particles of a large size to prepare

monodispersed smaller Q-CdS particles. Figure 3-4 shows the steady-state

absorption spectra of Q-CdS colloids obtained after inadiation with monochromatic

light of the wavelength shown in the figure. The well structured spectra of Q-CdS

begun to emerge at 460 nm monochromatic light irradiation. These peaks might be

assigned to the various discrete transition energy of monodispersed semiconductor

nanocrystals as schematically shown in Figure3-5.12 The white arrow in Figure 3-

4 shows the 1P6-1P. transition energy which is higher than that of 156-15. given

by black arrows. The 1P6-1P" transition was calculated as follows. At first, the

particle diameter was estimated by the first exciton peak with use of the finite

depth potential well model as stated in experimental section. Then the second

higher exciton energy (1Ph-lPe) for the same diameter can be obtained by the

same model. Another peaks which are seen between the first and the second exciton
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Figure 3-4 Steady-state absorption spectra of Q-CdS colloids obtained after

irradiation u,ith monochromatic light of the wavelength shown in the
figure.(Black arrow) 1Sh-LSe transition, (White arrow) LPh-1Pe transition.
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Figure 3-5 Schematic illustration of discrete bands derived from the

finite depth potential well model.t'Vo is 3.6 eV of the potential well.
(Full line) allowed transition, (Dotted line) forbidden transition.
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peak might be assigned to the forbidden transition such as 1P1r-1S" or 1D6-1S".

Unfortunately, the calculation for these forbidden transitions could not been carried

out because the coulomb interaction of an electron and a hole for the forbidden

transition is not known. Anyway the good agreement between the calculated LP1r-

1P. transition energy and the experimental results was obtained in the first time in

the present study. The agreement shows that the finite depth potential well model

is valid for the estimation of higher transitions than the 1Sp-1S. (bandgap) of Q-

CdS and the appearance of various exciton peaks must be indebted to highly

monodispersed Q-CdS. If size distribution is not monodispersive, the exciton peak

might disappear because of the overlapping of the exciton peaks arising from various

particle sizes as shown in Figure 3-L and Figure 3-3. Furthermore these findings

shows that the precise control of particle size can be easily achieved by the selection

of the appropriate wavelength of the monochromatic light.

3-3-4 Estimation of the Total Number of Q-CdS Particles by Quantitative

Analysis of Sulfate lons

The absorbance of the original Q-CdS colloid was decreased by irradiation

with monochromatic light as shown in Figure 3-1. If photocorrosion was completed

in such extent that the particles become so small as not to allow absorption of

irradiated photons the total particle number of Q-CdS must be unchanged before

and after the monochromatic irradiation. However this was not the case as described

above. In order to estimate the change of the total number of the Q-CdS particles

under the photocorrosion process, the amount of photodissolved Q-CdS was

estimated as a function of excitation wavelength based on the amount of sulfate

ions produced by photocorrosion which was determined using ion chromatography.

In this experiments,0.l mM of methyl viologen was added to the Q-CdS solutions

to enhance the rate of the dissolution of Q-CdS for rapid analysis of the estimation

of sulfate ion. As previously reportedl0, the rate of photocorrosion of Q-CdS or
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Q-ZnS were dramatically enhanced by the addition of methylviologen to Q-CdS

colloids. In that case, photogenerated electrons are quickly scavenged by the

methylviologen, resulting in decrease in recombination of photogenerated electrons

and holes in the semiconductor particles, and then photogenerated holes are

effectively involved in photoanodic dissolution of Q-CdS (eq. 3-3).

As shown in Figure 3-6, the amount of sulfate ions determined after completion

of photocorrosion increased with decreasing the irradiation wavelength, and the

final amount of sulfate ions obtained when complete decomposition was achieved

with irradiation at 420 nm monochromatic light (1.8 x 10-a mol Om-3) was in

agreement with that obtained by irradiation with white light. Then total volume of

Q-CdS particles present in the original colloids is given by eq. 3-4,

VO=[1.8x10‐4]x Mcds/p=5.4x10~3(cm3)
(3-4)

where l。 8x10~4(mol dm~3)is thC COncentration of original Q― CdS Colloids,Mcds
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Figure 3-6 The amount of the sulfate ions produced by irradiation of Q-CdS
colloid with monochromatic light given in the figure as the excitation wavelength.
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is thc molecular weight of CdS(144 g mol~1),p iS the density of bulk CdS(=4。 82g

cm-3). Thc tOtal numbcr of Q― CdS Can be also calculated by using the relationship

bctween VO and the size distribution of Q― CdS as shown in Table 3-2.

VO=
(3-5)

where N is the total number of Q-CdS , and f; and v; zto the frequency and volume

of the fraction i in size distribution of Q-CdS. These values are summarized in

Table 3-2.

Table 3-2 The particle size distribution of Q-CdS obtained by TEM.
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8。24

10。2

12.5

15。 1

18.0

21.2

24.8

28。 9

0.006

0.025

0。251

0。716

1.659

2.808

3.567

3.546

3.685

3.572

4.049

7.944

4.426

4.723

3.185

7.526

4.407

1.182

1.000 Σ fxv=57.28

c D:diameter

b f: Frequency of the size distribution of Q-CdS obtained by TEM.

c v: particle volume = fiD3 I 6
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Applying X fl vl = 5.73 x 10-20 ("*3) which is obtained from Table 3-2 and Vs

of 5.4 x 10-3 (eq. 3-a) to eq.3-5, N is determined to be9.4 x 1016 (particle 
"rn-3).

On the other hand, the number of Q-CdS particles which survived after the

photocorrosion process with irradiation of monochromaticlight can be estimated

based on the concentration of initially existed Q-CdS particles and the amount of

sulfate ions resulted from the photocorrosion provided that the size distribution of

Q-CdS is nearly monodispersed . In that case, the number of particles present in

the unit volume of solution is given by

1.8x10~4_Is042‐
]

n=
(3…

6)

ザ6x(D× 10~8)3x4.82

where n is the number of particles (number d.-'), 1.8x10-a (mol dm-3) the original

concentration of Q-CdS, D (A) the diameter of Q-CdS particles obtained by applying

the first exciton peak energy to the finite depth potential well model. [SOa2-] (mol

dm-3) is the concentration of sulfate ions produced by eq. 3-3

The number of Q-CdS particles obtained by eq. 3-6 are decreased with

increasing the excitation wavelength as shown in Figure 3-7. Based on the relation

between the number of Q-CdS particles and excitation wavelength given in this

figure, the absorption coefficient at the first exciton peak was estimated using eq.

3-7.

Ae*citon
[=

(3-7)

N/6.02x1023

where N is the number of Q-CdS particles in the colloids, e is the absorption

coefficient, Aexciton is the absorbance at the first exciton peak, and 6.O2 x 1023 is

the avogadro number. The results obtained are also included in Figure 3-7.

Figure 3-7 clearly shows that e was independent of the particle sizes. This
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Figure 3-7 The number of the particles (tr) present in Q-CdS colloids and

the absorption coefficient (O) of the Q-CdS colloids, obtained by photoconosion

as a function of the excitation wavelength used in the photocorrsion.

results agree well with the previously reported results of the size independence of

the absorption coefficient.l4 These facts indicate that the estimation of the particle

number of Q-CdS using the sulfate ions (eq. 3-6) are reasonable.
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Chapter 4 Photoinduced Reaction on Quantized GaAs Nanocrystals

Prepared by Wet Process

4-L Introduction

So far a variety of semiconductor nanocrystals have been synthesized, but

they belong mostly to II-VI compound semiconductors such as CdS and ZnS, or

oxide semiconductors such as TiO2and Fe2O3.

It is expected that III-V compound semiconductors such as GaAs and InP

show large quantum size effects because of very small effective mass of an electron

and a hole. But the preparation of the III-V semiconductor nanocrystals is not so

easy as that of II-VI semiconductor nanocrystals. InP nanocrystals were successfully

prepared in zeolite cages6. As for GaAs nanocrystals, they have mostly been

prepared using dry process such as MOCVD and molecular beam epitaxyT-8, which

require the use of expensive instruments. In addition, the size of the prepared

particles were widely dispersed.

Recently, Alivisato s et al9 and Uchida 
"g 

o1 l0-ll successfully synthesized

GaAs nanocrystals under mild conditions using wet processes in which

organometallic reactions in organic solvents were ernployed. The prepared GaAs

colloids exhibited activities for transient photobleaching in picosecond laser pump-

probe experimentsll. Also reported was a large third-order nonlinearity in the

degenerative four-wave mixing experimentsl2. However, detailed investigations

on photoinduced electron transfers have not yet been reported. GaAs nanocrystals

would be an interesting material as a photocatalyst, because GaAs has very good

matching to the solar spectrum.

In this chapter, photoinduced reduction of methylviologen in GaAs nanocrystals

prepared by the same method as that reported by Uchidaet al ll is reported in

reference to the reduction behaviors on bulk GaAs particles.
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4-2 Experimental Section

The following chemicals were used as received; Gallium(Ill) acetylacetonate

(Ga(acac)3) (Strem Chemicals), ammonium hexafluorophosphate (Aldrich), bulk

GaAs powder (CERAC), methylviologen dichloride (Tokyo Kasei) and 2-

mercaptoethanol (Wako Pure Chemicals). Tris(trimethylsilyl) arsine (As(SiMe3)3)

was prepared according to the literaturel3 and purified by vacuum distillation.

Methylviologen was used as a hexafluorophosphate salt, which was prepared by

reacting the dichloride salt with NHaPF6. Triethylene glycol dimethylether

(triglyme) was purchased from Aldrich and distilled over CaH2 under reduced

pressure (-10 Torr). Acetonitrile was from Wako Pure Chemicals and distilled

over P2O5 under N2 atmosphere.

The preparation of GaAs nanocrystals, which is denoted Q-GaAs, was followed

to that prepared by Uchida et al ll. 25 cm3 of triglyme containing 0.5 mmol of

Ga(acac)3 and 0.5 mmol of As(SiMe3)3 was heated at reflux temperature (216) for

70 hours, resulting in brown slurries, which was filtered through a 0.2pm-PTFE

filter (Advantec) to remove bulky solids. Transparent orange GaAs colloids were

obtained as a filtrate. By applying the orange colloids to ultrafiltration using

AMICON YM1 (average pore size = 1.2 nm), Q-GaAs colloids were obtained. As

a blank sample, triglyme containing the same concentration of Ga(acac)3 alone

was heated under the same conditions. All manipulations were performed in a

vacuum chamber under oxygen free dry nitrogen atmosphere.

A transmission electron microscope, TEM (Hitachi, H-800, 200 kV) was

employed to estimate the size distributions. For this purpose, a small amount of the

Q-GaAs colloid (0.2pm filtrate) was dropped onto carbon-evaporated copper grids,

followed by drying.

The amount of gallium and arsenic contained in the GaAs nanocrystals were

determined using a fluorescent X-ray spectrometer (RIGAKU, 3270A). As the

standard samples, known amounts of Ga and As atomic absorption standard solutions
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(Wako Pure Chemicals) were dropped onto filter papers (RIGAKU,3379CI),

followed by drying under vacuum. In the concentration range of the calibration

(-1000 ppm), matrix effect was negligible.

Optical absorption spectra of the Q-GaAs colloid were measured with use of

a Hewlett Packard 8452AUVA/is photodiode array spectrophotometer. The optical

path length chosen was 2 mm.

The photoinduced reduction of methylviologen (MV2*) on the Q-GaAs was

investigated in the following way. To 3.5 cm3 of acetonitrile containing2-

mercaptoethanol as a hole scavenger and MV2+ as an electron acceptor, 0.5 cm3 of

the Q-GaAs colloid which contain 0.42 pmol of Q-GaAs was added, and the resulting

solution was deaerated by bubbling nitrogen for 20 minutes. As a reference 4.0

cm3 of acetonitrile containing 2-rnercaptoethanol and MV2+ of the same

concentration and 13 pmol of bulk GaAs powder was prepared. The second

harmonic (532 nm) of a Q-switched Nd:YAG laser (Spectra-Physics, GCR-11,

pulse width: 7 ns, beam intensity: 10-100 mJ per pulse) was irradiated onto the

acetonitrile solution contained in a 1 cm x 1 cm qtartz cell with frequency of L0

Hz. The photoinduced formation of MV+'was monitored by measuring changes in

absorption at 606 nm using the photodiode-array spectrometer.

4-3 Results and Discussion

4-3-l Observation of Q-GaAs by TEM

The formation of GaAs nanocrystals were confirmed by observations with

TEM and electron diffraction patterns. The electron diffraction patterns

simultaneously obtained with observations by TEM were hkl zinc blende patterns

of (200) (220) (400) (331) of GaAs only and no other pattern was seen. Figure 4-

1 shows a TEM picture of the prepared Q-GaAs, where GaAs particles ranging

from L.5 nm to 9.0 nm are seen. If the size distribution of the Q-GaAs was obtained
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Figure 4-1 TEM image of Q-GaAs. For preparation conditions: See text.

for several TEM pictures, the results shown in the inset of the Figure 4-2 were

obtained. The average diameter and standard deviation was 4.5 nm and 1.59 nm,

respectively.

4-3-Z Optical Absorption Spectra of Q-GaAs Colloid

The optical absorption spectra of Q-GaAs colloid is given b)' a spectrum (a)

of Figure 4-2, and that of the blank sample prepared by refluxing triglyme in the

presence of Ga(acac)3 is by spectrum (c) of the same figure. There are marked

difference between these two spectra. It is believed that the blank sample contained

gallium-triglyme-acetylacetonate complexes, because triglyme is a good complexing

agent for many metals14. However it was not possible to isolate the complex as a

solid from the blank sample. When the Q-GaAs colloid was subjected to

ultrafiltration using a 1.2 nm pore size filter to remove the GaAs nanocrystals, the

resulting filtrate gave spectrum (b) of Figure 4-2, which is similar to that of the

blank sample. Accordingly it is highly probable that the Q-GaAs colloid contained

gallium-trigll'pe-ucetylacetonate complexes. If 700 nm was chosen as the
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Figure 4-2 Absorption spectra of Q-GaAs colloid filtered through 0.2 pm- (a) and L.2

nm- (b) pore size filters. A spectrum of the Ga(acac)3-triglyme blank solution filtered

through 0.2 pm filter (c) is also shown. Optical path length = 2 mm. lnset shou's that size

distributions of Q-GaAs determined from TEM image. The total number of particles

counted was 270. The average diameter is 4.5 nm with the standard deviation of 1.59 nm.

absorption onset of spectrum (a) of Figure 4-2, then 1.77 eY was obtained as the

band gap energy of the prepared GaAs nanocrystals, giving 0.25 eV extension of

the bandgap of bulk crystal due to the quantum size effects. Several papers have

been published on the relationship between the diameter of semiconductor particle

and bandgap energyls-l8. If the relation derived by Wang et alr6 was used to

estimate the bandgap of the largest GaAs particles present in the colloids, 1.77 eY

is obtained, which is in good agreement with the absorption threshold of spectrum

(a) of Figure 4-2. Considering that the absorption threshold is determined by the

largest particles present in semiconductor colloidsl9, the result seems reasonable.

Determination of Gallium and Arsenic Contained in the Q-GaAs

The Q-GaAs colloids were subjected to ultrafiltration with the use of \.2 nm
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Table 4-l Concentration of Ga and As Contained in 0.2pm- and 1.2nm-
filtrates of the GaAs Colloid Determined by Fluorescent X-rav Analvsis

Sample Gallium
(mmol dm-3)

Arsenic
(mmol dm-3)

１

２

３

４

loadeda
0.2pm-filtrate
1.2nm-filtrate
LQ3)b

20
7.20
3.04
4.t6

20
r.32
0.48
0.84

4 Original concentration of the starting materials.
b Difference betu'een the run No.2 and 3, corresponding to the composition
of GaAs nanocrystals greater than 1.2 nm.

pore size filter. By the filtration, the Q-GaAs must be eliminated from the filtrate

as judged from the particle distribution (see inset of the Figure 4-2). The amount of

gallium and arsenic contained in the resulting filtrate was determined by fluorescent

X-ray spectrometry. The results are summarized in Table 4-1. In this table, results

obtained prior to the filtration are included. The colloidal filtrate obtained by

filtration with a 0.2 prm filter of the triglyme solution after reaction of Ga(acac)3

with As(SiMe3)3 contained 36 7o of gallium and 6.6 Vo of arsenic of the loaded

amount used in the preparation of the GaAs particles. The difference in the

concentration between No. 2 and No. 3 which is shown in No. 4 of the Table 4-1

must be related to the Q-GaAs particles which were retained on a 1.2 nm filter. As

Figure 4-2 shows, the size of the GaAs particles left on the 1.2 nm filter ranged

from 1 nm to 9 nm. There was no GaAs particles having the size greater than 10

nm, though the colloidal sample applied to the filtration with 1.2 nm filter was

prepared by filtration with a0.2 pm filter. The amount of gallium given in No. 4 of

the Table 4-L was about four times as large as that of arsenic, suggesting that some

gallium species other than GaAs existed on the filter. The species were not detected

by electron diffraction analysis. If it is assumed that all the arsenic contained in the

colloid prepared by filtration with 0.2 pm filter were involved in the formation of

GaAs particles, 0.84 mmol dm-3 of GaAs is obtained. As recognized from the
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results shown in Table 4-l,20Vo of gallium thatwas contained in the colloids

prepared by filtration with 0.2 pm filter was utilized in the preparation of GaAs

particles. The rest was left on the filter, probably as gallium-triglyme-acethylacetonate

complexes. Some of them may have existed on GaAs particles as adsorbates and

some of them may not but were left on the filter due to too bigness to be filtered.

Unfortunately, it was difficult to isolate the complexes from the GaAs particles to

determine their chemical compositions and to identify the substances.

4‐3‐4 Photoinduced Electron Transfer on Q・ GaAs

Photocatalytic activities of the Q-GaAs colloids were examined for

photoreduction of MV2+ whose redox potential in acetonitrile is -0.45 V vs sce 20.

The bulk GaAs has a reducing power large enough to reduce MV2+; its flatband

potential in acetonitrile is reportedly -1.0 V vs SCE 2L. TheQ-GaAs particles must

have a higher reducing power than the bulk GaAs due to the size quantization

effect. Irradiation with 532 nm laser beam of an 3.5 cm3 of acetonitrile solution

containing 0.5 cm3 of the Q-GaAs colloid, which contained 60.8 pg (= 0.84 mM x

0.5 cm3 x 144.6 g mol-l) of GaAs nanocrystals, 0.1 mol dm-3 Z-mercaptoethanol

as a hole scavenger, and 5 mmol dm-3 MV2*, resulted in an intense absorption at

606 nm, which was due to methylviologen cation radical (MV*', t606 = L3700

mol-l dm3 cm-1)22 formation. The photoinduced reduction reactions of MV2+ are

given b)'eq. 4-l-4-3.

GaAs + hν  ―ウ e… +h十

c― +Mv2+ _) Mv十 .

h++HSCH2CH20H~→ °SCH2CH20H+H+

(4‐
1)

(4-2)

(4…
3)

The photoreduction of MV2+ was also observed for a bulk GaAs powder in the

same acetonitrile solution, as expected. Increase in the absorption at 606 nm with
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irradiation time is given in Figure 4-3 both for the Q-GaAs colloids and for the bulk

GaAs powder. It is seen that in both kinds of GaAs, the absorbance increased

linearly with irradiation time. If the initial rate of MV+' production per milligram

of photocatalyst, which is denoted ri61 (pmol sec-l mg-l), was determined from

the slope of the absorbance change under different illumination intensities, results

shown in Figure 4-4 were obtained. The initial reduction rate of MV2+ increased

roughly in proportion to the illumination intensity both for the Q-GaAs and for the

bulk GaAs powder, suggesting that the concentration of excited electrons in the

conduction band of GaAs determined the rate of photoreduction of MV2+. The

rate equation is then given by eq. 4-4 if the reduction rate of MV2+ under a fixed

illumination intensity is proportional to the concentration of MV2+, too.

e-+ Mv2+ads 4 Uv*. ■」t=た[MV2tads][e― ] (4-4)

8

丁ime/min

Figure 4-3 Absorbance change at 606 nm caused by laser irradiation. (O)

Q-GaAs (60.8 pg), and (!) bulk GaAs (1.9 mg). [MVz+]= 5 mmol dm-3,

[2-mercaptoethanol] = 0.1 mol dm-3. laser power = 50 mJ per pulse. The Q-
GaAs colloid which contained Ga-complexes was used to prepare the MV2+

solution contain Q-GaAs.
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Figure 4-4 Dependence of the initial rate of MV+' production on laser

power. (O) Q-GaAs, (tr) bulk GaAs. The experimental conditions: As
in Figure 4-3, but for various illumination intensities.

Figure 4-5 shows the effect of the concentration of MV2+ on the initial rate of

its photoreduction. The intensity of the laser beam was 50 mJ per pulse. It is seen

0246810
Concentration of MV2* / mmol dm€

Figure 4-5 The effect of MV2+ concentration on the initial rate of MV+'

production. (O) O-GaAs, (!) bulk GaAs. L.aser power = 50 mJ per pulse.

[2-mercaptoethanol]= 0.L mol dm-3.
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that rirril was easily saturated with increasing the MVz+ concentration, and 3.0 pmol

sec-l mg-l was obtained as a saturated rinit for the Q-GaAs colloids, while 2.5

pmol sec-1 mg-l for the bulk GaAs powder. Considering that photoinduced reduction

of MV2+ takes place on the semiconductor particle surfaces, it seems reasonable to

discuss the reduction rate of MV2+ for unit surface area of the semiconductor

particles. The surface area of Q-GaAs and bulk GaAs particles used in this

experiments were estimated as follows. The Q-GaAs particles had a size distribution

as shown in the inset of the Figure 4-2. With illumination at 532 nm, a fraction of

Q-GaAs can be photoexcited. If the threshold particle diameter is evaluated using

the equation derived by Wan g et a116, it is concluded that GaAs particles of 4.8 nm

or the larger can respond to this illumination. By taking the size distribution of Q-

GaAs particles given in the inset of the Figure 4-2 into account, the total surface

area of the Q-GaAs above 4.8 nm employed in the experiments (60.8 Fg) is estimated

to be 85 cm2, that is, 1398 cmz per milligram of Q-GaAs. The mean diameter of

the bulk GaAs was determined by using a dynamic light scattering apparatus (Photal

DLS-700) to be 0.4 prm. Then the total surface area of bulk GaAs particles used in

the experiment (1.9 mg) was estimated to be 1,4 cfrZ, that is, 7.4 cmz per milligram

of bulk GaAs. By using these surface areas, the initial MV2+ reduction rate for the

unit area (rinit') was obtained as shown in Table 4-2.

Table 4‐ 2  Thc lnitial Ratc of MV+・ Ploduction on Q‐ GaAs and Bulk GaAs

逗 差2mJl濡inК♂,Жd“σlm♂
rinit'″

/μmol sec-lm8~lCm~2

ｆ

筋

Q‐GaAs  O.0608 1398
bulk GaAs l.9    7.4

7.4x1016

8.Ox1017

0.0021

0.34

０

５

３

２

0.15

0。36

.?W : Weight of the photocatalyst employed in the experiments.
b5 :Total surface area per milligram of photocatalyst which can absorb 532 nm laser beam.
tNoh : the number of absorbed photons calculated from absorbance at 532 nm.

"rnn' 
= 161/ S

"\ : quantum efficiency for MV+'production at 532nm. q(Vo) = rinit x W x L0-6 x 6.OZxlO23

/ Nprr
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The obtained r1n1' of the Q-GaAs was smaller than that for the bulk GaAs.

Usually, a higher reduction rate is expected for the quantum sized semiconductor

photocatalyst due to its higher reducing power, being in contradiction with the

experimental finding. It is then thought that a poor adsorbability of MV2+ onto the

Q-GaAs surfaces may be responsible for the observed poor activity of the Q-GaAs

photocatalysts. To get information about this, attempts were made to determine

the apparent association constant between MV2+ and GaAs particles by analyzing

the dependence of ri6 on the MV2+ concentration which is given in Figure 4-5. If
the Langmuir adsorption equilibrium establishes between MV2+ and GaAs particles,

eq.4-5 must be valid.

g-1 -1+(Kuoo[Mvz+1;-t
(4-5)

where 0 is the surface coverage of MV2+ and K.OO is an apparent association

constant. If it is assumed that the reduction rate is given by eq. 4-4, the rate is

linearly proportional to the amount of adsorbed MVz+ under a fixed illumination

intensity. Then in a concentration range of MV2+ which gives the constant reduction

rate (rru1), the methylviologen must be adsorbed on GaAs particles with a full

coverage. If this assumption is valid, the surface coverage 0 is given by the ratio of

the reduction rate obtained under various concentrations to the constant rate (0 = r/

rsat). Using 0 values obtained in this w?y, 0-1 vs [MV2+1-t plots were made. As

shown in Figure 4-6, the results given in Figure 4-5 satisfy well eq. 4-5 for both

kinds of photocatalysts. From the gradients of the plots shown in Figure 4-6, Kapp

of the bulk GaAs was obtained to be 1.9x10a mol-ldm3, while that for the Q-GaAs

was 9.3x102 mol-ldm3, the former being 20 times as large as that for the latter.

Why the adsorbability of MV2+ on the Q-GaAs particles was very low

compared to that on the bulk GaAs particles is a matter for discussion. As suggested

from the results shown in Table 4-1., the Q-GaAs used in the photoreduction

experiments of MV2+ contained gallium-triglyme-acac complexes. If the complexes
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Figure 4-6 Plot of 0-1 vs. [Mvz+1-t. (o) O-GaAs, (D) bulk GaAs.

adsorb on the Q-GaAs particle surfaces, they must hinder the photoinduced charge

transfer reactions on the semiconductor particles. Cyclic voltammetry of the blank

sample prepared by refluxing triglyme in the presence of Ga(acac)3 revealed that

the blank sample was electrochemically inactive in acetonitrile. Since it is believed

that the blank sample contained Ga-triglyme-acethylacetonate complexes, the

complexes must be electrolytically inactive. Consequently, the poor photocatalytic

activities of Q-GaAs must be caused by blocking effects of the Ca-complexes for

adsorption of MV2+ onto GaAs particles, though it is not known how greatly the

GaAs particles are blocked by the Ga-complexes. Anyway, the existence of the

adsorbed Ga-complexes makes the comparison of the photocatalytic activities of

the Q-GaAs with those of bulk GaAs insignificant. Since the Ga-complexes work

as stabilizing agents for GaAs particles, it is not easy to remove the complex from

the GaAs particles as long as the present preparation methods are con@rned. Then

it will be of significance to investigate another means of the preparation of Q-GaAs

that allows detailed characterization of the particles surfaces. The preparation on

inert solid supports, for example, may be of great value toward this direction.
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Conclusion

This thesis have dealt with quantitative analysis of the size effect of

photocatalytic properties of semiconductor nanocrystals and with the development

of the preparation method of monodispersed semiconductor nanocrystals. The

main results and conclusions obtained in this study are summarized as follows.

In chapter 1, it is described that photoinduced reduction of methylviologen

on quantized CdS nanocrystals conducted with pulsed laser irradiation at 355 nm

occurred under activation control of electrochemical reactions. The higher

reduction rate was obtained at the smaller particles, reflecting a general trend in

electrochemical reduction that an increase in the potential difference between the

conduction band of CdS nanocrystals and methylviologen favors the photoinduced

charge transfer between them. On the other hand, reduction of propyl-

viologensulfonate was found to occur under diffusion control which obscured

effects of particle size effect if any. Such difference in the reduction behavior of

the two kinds of viologens results from differences in their adsorbability onto

CdS nanocrystals. Evidences supporting this view were obtained from

fluorescence quenching and transient absorbance experiments of CdS nanocrystal

colloids.

In chapter 2,itis described that the analysis of fluorescence quenching based

on adsorption-desorption equilibrium between CdS nanocrystals and Tio2colloids

allowed the determination of the conduction band potential of CdS nanocrystals

and the estimation of surface hydroxylation of CdS nanocrystals which takes

place in solutions with pH greater than 10. The electron transfer from CdS

nanocrystals to TiO2 colloids occurs under activation control and its rate depends

on the potential difference in the conduction bands between the two kinds of

semiconductors.

In chapter 3, it is described that a size distribution of polydispersed CdS

nanocrystals whose average diameter was 42^4. and standard deviation was 19 
^4.
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was narrowed by using size selective photocorrosion which was achieved by

sequential irradiation with monochromatic light whose wavelength was changed

step by step from 490 to 430 nm in air-saturated sodium hexametaphosphate

solution. With decrease in the wavelength of irradiated light, the first exciton

peak was gradually developed in the absorption spectrum of the resulting CdS

nanocrystal colloids.

In chapter 4, it is described that GaAs nanocrystals prepared in the present

study exhibited large quantum size effects. Being contrary to the expectation, the

photocatalytic activity of the GaAs nanocrystals for reduction of methylviologen

was lower than that of bulk GaAs particles. Ga-complexes and/or organic species

which acted as stabilizing agents for the GaAs nanocrystal adsorbed on the GaAs

particles, and hindered the adsorption of methylviologen. In order to have exact

information on the photocatalytic activities of GaAs nanocrystals, it is necessary

to prepare GaAs nanocrystals having well defined surface structures. Researches

toward this direction will be of great significance.
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