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Environmental educational effect on university students by development of
teaching materials for elementary school students

Ayumi IMANISHI*' and Junichi IMANISHI **

A seminar in which university students develop teaching materials for environmental education
through group work was conducted to improve their interest and knowledge of environmental issues,
to promote willingness to tackle environmental problems and pro-environmental behavior, and to
cultivate their social adaptability. Then the environmental educational effects for university students
were measured. The students’ knowledge about environmental issues increased through studying
the issues by themselves and hearing from other students who studied other things for development
of teaching materials. On the other hand, willingness to tackle environmental problems remained
at the level “Do if there is a part that I can do.” and did not improve to “Do actively.” The number of
pro-environmental behaviors that students practiced increased after the seminar, but the types of
action that students practiced were limited. For social adaptability, independence, inference ability,
information utilization skill, presentation skill, listening skill, and flexibility were improved by the

active learning and group work in this seminar.

Keywords : global environmental issues, environmental education, social adaptability, group work,

active learning
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