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The effect of an International Distance Learning

Hideya MATSUKAWA ™!, Yoshiko ARAT**, Hiroki IWAT™",
Ryoichi KUBOI*? and Keiko KONNO **

The objective of this study is to determine to what degree the objectives of a distance learning
class were achieved, through a quantitative analysis of data gathered from a questionnaire. The
questionnaire consisted of three main sections: overseas orientation, identity, and attitude as a global
human resource. Analyses indicated that members of the class initially had higher levels of overseas
orientation than non-members, whereas there were no significant differences on the other sections.
Conversely, pretest-posttest comparisons revealed that the response to “I want to live overseas in
the future,” which is a subordinate item of overseas orientation showed improvement as the class
progressed. Additionally, psychosocial identity and some items of attitude as a global human resource
like “I should have endurance,” also showed improvement. As these improvements were consistent
with the objectives of the class, this suggests that the class was somewhat effective. Furthermore,
regression analyses indicated that improvements in psychosocial identity and attitudes towards
making judgments objectively were associated with improvements in overseas orientation. An
analyses of the subordinate items of the overseas orientation section also revealed that improvements
in psychosocial identity were associated with improvements in the students’ desire to live or work

overseas, whereas it had no significant relevance to improvements in their desire to study abroad.

Keywords : Distance Learning, Identity, Attitude as a global human resource
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