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Fieldnotes of Disaster Relief for Taiwan Chi-Chi Earthquake

Tomohide ATSUMI

(Community Dynamics)

Abstract
Nippon Volunteer Network Active in Disaster (NVNAD) was promptly activated after the Taiwan Chi-Chi
Earthquake on September 21, 1999. It dispatched a relief team three times — on the day of the quake, after a
week, and an anniversary — to Taiwan. The author participated in every mission. The present study
re-constructed the author’s fieldnotes and introduced the actual relief activities by a disaster non-profit organi-
zation established after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. The relief in Taiwan changed the NVNAD’s
activities in a qualitative way in that it paid more attention to each individual victim rather than providing.

coordination of volunteers to care the whole region.

Key words : Taiwan Chi-Chi Earthquake, Disaster Relief, Disaster NPO, Fieldnotes, Volunteer
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