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The Disaster Relief in the Chi-Chi Earthquake :
A Case of the Tzu Chi Foundation

KAO, Yu Chieh, ATUMI, Tomohide,
KATO, Kensuke & SEKI, Yoshihiro

In this study, we examined the case of Tzu Chi, volunteer organization active in
the Chi-Chi great earthquake in Taiwan, 1999. We considered how and what we
should prepare for collaborative remembering to keep collective memory of disaster
preliminarily. During the earthquake, volunteers of Tzu Chi Foundation immediately
provided emergency aid and built temporary communities. For quake victims, also
Tzu Chi continued providing a long-term support; For example, building schools,
documentary production, etc. From 1999 till now, a series of Tzu Chi’s relief projects
were done. We found the ways of collaborative remembering that Tzu Chi tried to

pass the earthquake memories to the next generation.

Keywords : research for disaster relief, Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi

Foundation, Chi-Chi Earthquake, collaborative remembering
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