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A Case of Acute Thrombosis of the Upper Extremity
Accompanied by Atherosclerotic Occlusion at the
Origin of the Left Subclavian Artery

Yoshio Uemura!, Tomio Kawasaki?, Takeshi Terashima'
Tadashi Kaneko!, Sumio Mizunoya® and Kazuhiro Okagawa’
1 Department of Surgery, Kinki Central Hospital
2 Second Department of Surgery, Osaka University School of Medicine
Key words : Occlusion of subclavian artery, Acute thrombosis, Axillo-axillary bypass

A 75-year-old female who had suffered from loss of sensation in the 4th and 5th fingers a month
previously was admitted with progressive sensation of cold, pain and weakness in her left arm. Angiogra-
phy showed complete occlusion of the left subclavian artery with poor collateral circulation to the left arm.
Localized thick calcification at the origin of the left subclavian artery and distally pached thrombi were
observed by CT scan. Embolectomy using a No. 4 Fogarty catheter and axillo-axillary bypass, using 6 mm
PTFE, was performed to revascularize the left arm. Although radial and ulnal artery pulsation recovered,
the patient presented functional disorder due to muscle atrophy of the left hand and contracture of the wrist
and fingers. Since acute occlusion of the upper extremities in contrast to the lower extremities tended to
have delayed diagnosis and initiation of treatment, immediate diagnosis and revascularization are neces-
sary. (Jpn. J. Vasc. Surg., 5: 205-210, 1996)
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