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Looking back upon the Academic Year 2000 :
Some Clues to Future Research

Tomohide ATSUMI
Abstract
The present paper summarizes my research activities and practices during the academic year 2000, and

identifies some issues for future investigation. One of the graduation theses I supervised led me to consider the

motivation and social functions of volunteers in the context of disaster relief. I discovered that volunteers

without particular, pre-identified goals could play an essential role 1n disaster mitigation. A couple of pre-

graduation theses led me to examine the match between needs and resources. It was suggested that each need as

well as resource was socially constructed.

Key words : volunteer, motivation, social function, social construction



