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Special Issue: Weaving and the Landlord System in the ‘Process -
of Industrialization in Japan, 1890-1935
Introduction
TARAMASA ICHIKAWA
% Textile manufacturing was the key industry in prewar Japan’s economy,

with weaving being an important branch of that industry. The study of

textiles has so far been regared as an important one to identify at what

stage the bakumatsu economy was, which in turn enables us to clarify the
historical character of the Meiji Restoration as the starting point of modern-
ization. However, it should be stressed, the study of the textile industry,
especially weaving,is equally,or more,important to explore the mechanisms
e development from 1890 onwards. Thus there are four problems we are
concerned with in relation to the main subject here.

The ﬁrét is to anaiyze an organic relation between weaving activities and
the landlord system in the rural sector.

The second is to delineate changing circumstances of the weaving industry
in relation to the supply of industrial motive power and producers’ goods
by the modern industrial sector under changing conditions of factor endow-
ments and relative factor prices.

{ Thirdly we need to know to what extent weavers succeeded in breaking
through the control by merchant cap1tallsts . , )

Finally we shall turn to comparing Japans rural 1ndustr1allzatzon with

European proto-industrialization.

The Regional Characteristics and Typology of
Cotton Weaving, 1914-37

TAKESHI ABE

The purpose of this paper is to survey the nationwide develoment of
the Japanese cotton weaving industry from 1914 to 1937. This industry in
modern Japan was composed of big factories run by a relatively small num-

ber of cotton spinning firms, on the one hand, and of numerous small- and
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medium-scale weavers,on the other. This paper focuses on the latter:: -
Those weavers were usually concentrated in an identifiable area. In sec-
tion 2, 27 representative areas are selected; then in section 3, their output,
markets, composition of products, size of workshop, and level of technology
are analysed based on statistical data, and the areas are grouped into four
types. The type 1 areas adopted power looms and factory system before
World War I, and increased their output thereafter by large-scale produc-
tion of a few kinds of products for the foreign markets \irith relatively
large-scale factories. The type 2 areas introduced power looms and factmy
system in the 1910s, and then increased their output by limited productlon
of a w1de variety of products with relatively small-scale workbhops The
type 3 areas managed to adoped power looms and factory system, but they
did not increase output. The type 4 areas, failing to have introduced power
looms, decreabed output subbtantlally Very small-scale weavers of this type
just maintained the productlon of tradltmnal produgts for the domestic
markets by handicraft work. Fxnally in sect;on 4, the factors with which

27 areas are classified into those four types are reviewed.

Technological Progress, in the Japanese Weaving Industry

FumMmio MAKINO

The diffusion of new technology seems to be one of the most important
elements of technological progress, which has played a significant role in the
process of Japanese economic development. To examine the rapid growth of
the Japanese economy, therefore, it is indispensable to explore conditions for
technological diffusion. It has not been necessarily clear,however, how the
new technology replaces the old one. To examine this problem, we study
the conditions for diffusion of power looms in the Japanese weaving industry,
one of the leading industries during the prewar period.

In the first section, it is hypothesized that the entrepreneurs choose the
technology which has the highest profitability among the alternatives, with
the result that a certain technology will come into widespread use. In order
to test this hypothesis, the rate of net proﬁt among five types of loom tech-

nology are estimated. We then analyse the relationship between changes
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