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first appeared in the morning editions of Kokumin Shimbun,

hb b

The story “Ogon Fukei
published in March 2 and 3,

1939. This work won first prize in a competition for short

novels, sponsored by the Kokumin Shimbun. Thirty young novelists participated in the

Akira too won the first prize in this

written by Uebayashi

)

“Kamburt’

competition.

b

January 8
1939. He dictated this story and Michiko his wife wrote it down, as it is. It is said that

competition. Dazai wrote this story on the night of his wedding ceremony,

Dazai dictated the whole story without any stoppage, stagnation or correction.
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Japanese maid during 1930° s/ 1930 XD BHAD L H

‘How to Train a Maid Properly’Fujin-Koron Vol.17 Num.4 1932 April 1st.

The image of Dazai’s Family Maid could be recalled while reading this story, but here
we are explaining about the general image of a maid in urban Japan. A maid was not
only trained as a housekeeper but also taught many other skills, such as, manners and
writings, how to be gentle and polite. The following pictures show the daily life of a maid.
The pictures on the left side shows that how does she tidy up things, do shopping,
perform sewing and arranging the clothes for her master’s family. Further, the picture
in the upper-right expresses her learning the technique of writing a letter. Once she
becomes able to perform all these jobs with good manners, if needed, she is sent to

others’ houses as a family representative for greetings (see the picture of right middle).
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The sea and town of Funabashi/ #& 0¥ & BT

The Funabashi-cho (i.e. Funabashi town), belonged to Chiba prefecture,
Higashi-Katushika-Gun during 1930’s. It shared boundary with Tokyo-City on the
eastern side. The population of the town was almost 26,500 at that time. The sea of
the Tokyo-bay spread from its southern tidal coast, and was known for its bathing beach.
The erstwhile town had Keisei Railway station, facilities such as theaters, several
factories and so on. Dazai Osamu stayed at this town for few months in 1935 for his
recovery from a disease. The upper picture shows the bathing beach, the bottom one

displays the downtown. Both are taken from“The Funabashi Choshi”(1937).
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In Japan it is usual to find a policeman visiting each house to check the residents’
movements. It is a part of day-to-day affair for a Japanese reader, consequently such
scenes can be found in many Japanese stories. For example, Takiji Kobayashi’ s
“To-SeikatsuSya” includes a depiction about how a policeman who is in-charge of such
affairs, has dual way of dealings; he becomes very impolite and rude towards a poorly
built house and on the other hand, he deals very politely and even uses sentences like
“Isn’t there any change in your family” with well built houses.

When a policeman visits, it is normal to talk with them at the entrance of the house
called “Genkan”. “Shikidai” is a kind of board kept at the Genkan, on which people can
stand, sit, and bend on their knee. The following picture is the scene depicted in the

work.
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Oleander is a tree whose height goes upto 2-4m. It blooms during summer (July to
September) in Japan and has a vivid red flower with sweet smell. The man who lives in
Funabashi temporarily for a medical treatment, was given one plant of oleander out of

three, this scene is depicted in one of Dazai’s works“Mekura Zoshi.”
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