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This study seeks to examine the question of how to conceptualise the plurality of normative systems. The scales of
normativity are to be re-situated within this theoretical purview. Indeed, the difference between multiple normative
systems can be recognised only if the universal category of normativity is applicable to all those normative systems. It
is based on this recognition that the descriptive category of market penetration, with its universal applicability, rather
creates the recognisability of the gap between market transactions and community-based local practices. The present
study maintains that the epistemological insertion of universality on which the recognisability of the plurality
depends should be treated as an essential constituent of representations of change if it is formulated in the framework
of discursive institutionalism.

Of particular relevance here is the process of institutionalisation in which discursive regularity as the rule of
discourse formulates the possibility of discursive practices. In the light of this conceptualisation, both economic
rationality and cultural otherness can be inherently associated with representations of change. Specifically, Chapter 2
discusses the question of how to conceptualise institutional change. The situational setting such as market penetration
is not composed of detailed cognisance of elements involved. It rather brings forth discursive spaces in which
multiple normative systems are rendered comparable. Thus recognised, the boundary between institutions involved
in any situational setting is basically determined by the politics of categorisation through which the naturalisation of
the process of time-space regularisation takes place. Some efforts to combine ‘new institutionalisms’, which have
significantly influenced, among other scholarly trends, studies of agro-food production circuits, must be critically
reviewed along with the conceptualisation presented. The chapter concludes with the assertion that institution should
be fundamentally conceptualised as a normatively regularised social action on the basis of discursive regularity and
the normative regularity in action is therefore neither absolute nor automatic. It is based on this understanding that
institutional change is nothing more than a contextualisation of social action.

Chapter 3 seeks to illustrate, through a case analysis of coffee production in Timor-Leste, this line of theorising in
reconfirming that the insertion of universality constitutes the recognisability of the gap between universal market and
local institutions. It is also argued that since the categorisation of market penetration as locally mediated processes
constitutes the gap between local institutions and generalizable economic activities the relative autonomy of cultural
dimension is delineated by the market penetration.

Chapter 4, once again, deals with market transactions of coffee in Timor-Leste. The chapter focuses on a
heterogeneous coordination in shaping a value chain of coffee as a quality-oriented product. A key thread of
argument can be summarised as follows: whereas quality standards of commodities are generally perceived as the
criteria that may solve the problem of quality uncertainty, the range of quality uncertainty is essentially conditioned
by the very standards. Based on the same logic, when it is argued that the market transaction, due to its pervasive
uncertainty, must first solve fundamental coordination problems, it should be questioned whether the recognition of

the elements of coordination problems, namely diverse and conflicting interests, are in effect constituted by the



concept of the market as a situational setting. The chapter concludes with the proposition that quality standards
should not be conceived to reduce pre-existing heterogeneity and a theoretical vantage point by which dual function
of quality standards is revealed should be pursued.

Chapter 5 undertakes the task of responding to an unanswered question raised in Chapter 4: since the relationship
between economic action and space is prescribed by a series of descriptive categories, does the politics of
categorisation substantially manifests the meaning of social embeddedness of economic action? The question is
especially relevant for this study because economic sociologists in particular have discussed the relationship between
economic rationality and site-specific practices in association with the concept of social embeddedness. In Chapter 4,
dual function of quality standard is highlighted in arguing that a standard for quality-oriented production ostensibly
determines the standardised production process and implicitly categorises the cultural realm as being economically
non-essential. Along with this understanding, Chapter 5 seeks to demonstrate the simultaneous constitution of
localisation and globalisation. At a glance, in present-day Timor-Leste, the ‘pre-existing’ community-based disparity
is possibly consolidated by the waves of market penetration. However, it should be understood that this ‘local’
accommodation of the production of a global commodity is simply a result of active localisation of certain
arrangements. In actuality, the community-based network is completely reconfigured through the commodity
production. It is in this context that the concept of ‘social’ embeddedness of economic activity is extremely misleading
if itinvokes spatial embedding of generalizable economic activity.

Chapter 6 follows on from the concluding remarks of Chapter 5 with a reconfirmation of one important theoretical
implication of the simultaneous constitution of localisation and globalisation: horizontal networks, based on this
simultaneity, can be identified as being horizontal only through the globalisation of vertical networks. The
relationship between horizontal and vertical networks is not literally spatial. Indeed, in relation to the
structure-agency problem, this clearly suggests, along with the argument developed in Chapter 3, that the agency of
rural farmers cannot be allocated only to some arrangements in horizontal networks and the dichotomy between
agency and structure must be thoroughly reconfigured in the light of time-space regularisation through the insertion
of universality. As such, a range of dichotomies such as the one between property and access must be re-situated in
line with this simultaneous constitution of the local and the global. It is based on this understanding that the point of
departure in any discussion related to the agency of rural farmers in the context of agro-food production circuits must
be the epistemological insertion of universality into the relevant discursive spaces and accompanying representation
of change.

It is in this theoretical context that the relationship between normativity and space is inherently associated with the
plurality of normative systems in the sense that the plurality is thoroughly predicated on the insertion of universality
through which spatial relationships between production and consumption emerge as a centre-periphery relationship.
In the very same spirit, insofar as the concept of the embeddedness of market presupposes the separation between
market transactions and local institutions where market is embedded, the concept of embeddedness is to be based on
the insertion of universality through which the dichotomy between global market and local institutions is rendered
recognisable. The thesis is concluded with a reformulation of the point of departure for legal pluralism: the

universalization of normativity inherently entails localisation of certain norms as a spatial implication.
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