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In developing countries, inflow and outflow of people, money, and goods are stimulated with globalization. Development
economists have studied the impacts of these flows on economic development. For example, international migrants tent to
remit a part of their income in the destination to their family/relative in their home countries. International remittance is excess
the amount of Official Development Assistance (ODA). Remittance contributes an accumulation of not only physical capital
but also human capital. Technologies developed in industrial countries have been flown in developing countries. Mobile
phone, one example of these technologies, increases efficiency in market. As just described, these flows have positive impact
of the ecconomic development in developing countries.

However, some of people do not apply new technologics introduced in developing countries despite they are accessible for
them, Recent studies have intended to describe the phenomenon through the position of behavioral economics. For example,
risk averse farmers delayed to adopt new technologies since they are reluctant to adopt risker technologies. This implies that
even if a government distributes new technology improving living standards for recipients, the effect of the intervention is
limited since some of individuals do not apply these technologies.

Without consideration of behavior of recipients in development assistance, the expected impact of the assistance might not
be achieved. For an effective policy promoting economic development in developing counties, it is necessary to take not only
behavior of recipients but also its impact on market into account to implement an effective policy. In the thesis of Ph.D, I focus
on motivations of remittance, an effect of unobservable risk attitude of farmers on technological adoption, an impact of an
access to market information on selling price of agricultural products.

In Chapter 2, [ investigated why migrants send remittance to their parents household. In Albania, remittance has been an
important factor for the country’s economic growth since the collapse of the country’s communist regime in the early 1990s. In
the analysis, I considered four remitftance motivations: altruistic, exchange, insurance, and inheritance motivations. To control
sample selection of migration, I apply the Heckman sample selection model. The results suggest that migrants in Albania are
driven to remit owing to a combination of altruistic, exchange, and inheritance motivations. Further, migration destination
influences remittance amount, which implies that not only the local labor market and exchange rate at the final destination but
also migration motivation factors affect remittance amount.

Chapter 3 investigates how farmers’ risk attitudes affected the adoption of agricultural technology in a rural area in
Cambodia. The analysis is based on a farmers’ houschold survey including virtual guestions regarding preference of lotteries
to elicit the risk attitude of farmers. The analysis is incorporated prospect theory to farmers® utility function and examined the
effect of the risk attitude of farmers to the adeption of two technologies: adoption of a moisture meter for measuring the
moisture content of seeds, a recently introduced post-harvest technology, and a modern rice variety that was introduced in the
1990s. The results indicated that farmers overweighted a small probability and risk averse farmers adopted a moisture meter to
measure the moisture contents of seeds significantly. However, the degree of farmers’ loss aversion did not affect their
decision-making to adopt the moisture meter. With respect to the modem rice variety, farmers’ risk attitude did not affect the
adaption. Our results and the results of a previous study, which examined the effect of farmers’ risk attitude to the timing of
adaption of a newly developed variety, imply that the type of risk and uncertainty faced by farmers at the time of
decision-making of its adoption partly determine the effect of risk attitude on agricultural adoption.

Chapter 4 investigates how access to market information through mobile phone usage impacts selling prices of rice in rural
areas in Cambodia. Monopsony of buyers is often observed in local agricultural markets in developing countries due to the

high entry cost to buyers, and therefore farmers sell their agricultural products at a lower price. The situation seems to be




changing with the diffusion of mobile phones. The analysis is based on the farmers’ household survey collected in Cambodia.
Results indicate that farmers who have access to market information through the use of mobile phones are more likely to sell
rice at a higher price. In addition, we observe that the offer of farmers who have better access to market information through
mobile phone usage tend to affect the selling prices. Thus, the improved access to market information through the use of
mobile phones improves farmers’ bargaining power against traders, leading them to sell rice at a higher price.
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