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Abstract of Thesis

Tasmia Persooh

Identity and Human Rights: The Case of Camp Based Urdu Speaking Community
in Bangladesh
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Statelessness is a global phenomenon which is seldom heard on international media. It is a2 highly ignored
issue both at national and international levels affecting the lives of millions of people from every corners
of the world. This paper deals with the experience of camp based Urdu speaking community in Bangladesh who
had been in stateless situation for many years. Also known as ‘Bikaris’ - these people originally migrated
from different provinces of India duringl947. Because of their linguistic difference they could not integrate
with the Bengali speaking mainstream population. One section of this community was actively invelved in helping
the Pakistan Army during the liberation war of Bangladesh. As a result of this isolation and assisting the
‘enemy’ , this community was victim of political persecution during and aftermath of the liberation war.
Since 1972, a large number of Urdu speakers started their lives in ‘camps’ set up by the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). They also registered with ICRC for repatriation to Pakistan as their country
of nationality. When Bangladesh government offered citizenship to them, some of them took the offer and left
the camps. The others declared themselves as ‘Stranded Pakistanis’ andwaited for repatriation. When Pakistan
government refused to take all of the camp based Urdu speaking people back to Pakistan, their journey as a
stateless group began with no legal recognition from both Bangladesh and Pakistan. This lack of legal
recognition affected their access to civil, pelitical, economic and social rights. Their statelessness not
only affected their access to rights but also constructed their social identity which is attached to social
stigma. In 2008, this community was granted citizenship of Bangladesh which ended their ‘stateless’ phase
With a new identity as citizens (based on legal status), this community could practice their voting rights
and could get access to few public services. But, it was seen that in terms of accessing rights, their legal
status was overcastted by their soeial identity. The case of Urdu speaking community in Bangladesh is a unique
example of portraving the relationship between identity and access 1o human rights which will help researchers
and academicians to lock into the issues of statelessness, citizenship, social identity and access fo rights

in a different way.
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