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The reciprocity on self-presentation in conversation

Yuu KASAGI (Graduate School of Human Science, Osaka University)
Midori TOYAMA (Department of Literature, Gakushuin University)
Ikuo DAIBO (Graduate School of Human Science, Osaka University)

We examined the reciprocity of self-effacing presentations in dyadic conversation. In the laboratory
experiment, 42 participants (17 male and 25 female undergraduates) answered an intelligent test. Upon
completion of the test, participants talked with a female experimenter who made no self-presentation and
a female confederate who made either self-effacing or self-enhancing presentation as another participant
of the experiment. Four different undergraduates rated the degree to which each participant made
self-effacing presentation to the experimenter and the confederate. Although the reciprocity of
self-presentation in conversation was not observed in general, participants made more self-enhancing
presentation to the confederate than to the experimenter. Content analyses of the conversations also
revealed that males made more self-enhancing presentation than females. Importance of the experimental
manipulation which evokes anticipated ongoing relationships with conversation partners was discussed.
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